King Hassan leaves for U.S. 


CHANDIGARH India fR}— Indian pofice have arrested itmin- rti»n ?nn 
Sikh poBtidans ahead of a rally planned for Tliesd^ to protest 
aUqpd erases by aecarity forces, pofice said on .Monday. Police in 
Pnojab; banting a decade-old militant campaign to mah* the state a 
«et»ttte Sfldi' homeland to be caHedlChaScran.^ g tid of tfw? pro! «a Withe r 
wd arrested more than 200 Sikh political wmkets. Rally leaders allege 
that many of the 4,200 people vhidi'poKce have repented killed so for this 
year na Pon jab's separatist wotence have been unarmed youths, killed by 
•ecurity forces on suspicion of separatist sympathies. The i~fe » n 
govetmieol has acknowledged that .some excesses may have occurred in 
Ksbames against separatists but rejects most snefa charges as militant 


hoto Sah w^nisatkHK, saying they wookl bold the rally omade the law 
®* the industrial. city Ludhiana, and from the state, masting on a 
«tittde the city. Punjab’s adhnmistratkm said h most be held 
outside Ludhiana to avoid traffic jams «nH be cau se “anti-social elements 
could sneak In and cause' trouble." 


RABAT (R) — King Hassan of Morocco, one of Washington's closest 
Arab left Rated for New York on Monday hoping to reap the 
rewards for his support of U.S. policy in the Middle East. Government 
leaden say they hope for more economic and military aid and help in 
tarfrKng 3 foreign debt estimated by the World Bank at $20 billion m 1988 
and now thought to be about £22 billion. U.S. diplomats said Washing- 
ton’s efforts to arrange Middle East peace talks were high on the agenda 
for the monarch, whose country was the first to recognise American 
independence over 200 years ago. King Hassan sent 1,200 soldiers to 
Sand! Arabia a week after Iraq invaded Kuwait last year. Though they 
were not involved in combat, they demonstrated Moroccan support for 
the U.S.-led alliance. The King win make a state visit to Washington on 
Thursday and Friday after talks in New York with U.N. delegation 
leaden. He is due to meet President George Bush on Thursday. The 
King, making his fifth visit to the United States, mil abo see U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Nicholas Brady and International Monetary Fund 
chief Michel Camdessus. 
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PNC opens crucial session 
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Arafat supports U.S. efforts, 

rejects ‘Israeli blackmail’ 
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ALGIERS, Algeria (Agencies) 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
opening a crucial session of rite 
c Tfrlestinians’ pariiament-in-exfie, 
.^ offered support for U.S. prop- 
- teed Middle East peace talks but 
, demanded concessions by Israel. 

^Let everyone know that we 
reject Israeli blackmail and 
Israeli conditions,” be declared. 

Mr. Arafat urged the leaders of 
the United States and Soviet Un- 
ion to do everything possible to 
resolve the Middle East crisis and 
said his people' “have chosen the 
psih of peace.” 

.' Delegates to die 20th congress 
. of die Palestine National Conned 
(PNC) are divided on a response 
■ to Inddf conditions for Palesti- 
' man participation in die peace 
talks. . Refusal to compromise 
ihay scnttle a historic chance for 
creating a Palestinian homeland. 
" Palestinian hardliners favour a 
- boycott because of IsraeTs insist- 
ence that the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation be banned from 
participation. 

, Mrj Arafat, in his address, 
pledged to cooperate in making 
die peace talks a success, 
i ■ “We are ready to remove die 
" obstacles which continue to pre- 
vent the holding of this peace 
conference, hoping that other 
•.parties abo will make die same 
efforts.” he said. ‘These efforts 
Ire a n te riug an extremely serious 
and defies te phase.” 

. TW fom -d a y congress, at a 
m&ir spsent west of A^ag; 
tbnvehed iaaBtfo heavy security 
that indridedim Algerian warship 
and armoured cars. 

■_ Mr. Arafat took the podium, 
arm raised in a “V” for victory 
salute, after the coundTs speak- 
er, Sheikh Abdul Hamid A1 
Sayeh, read a verse from the 
Bonn arid called for a minute of 
tttence to commemorate Palesti- 
nian martyrs. 

. Mr. Arafat deplored die abs- 
ence of Palestinian representa- 
tives from the Israeli-occupied 
territories who were refused au- 
thorisation to leave to participate 
in the congress. 

Two Palestinians from -East 
Jerusalem who met recently with 
U.S. Secretary of State lames 
baker were expected at the can- 
£ fcrenpe to discuss the American 
▼ peace initiative. Israel 'forbids 


Palestinians from East Jerusalem 
from contact with the PLO, 
which it considers a terrorist 
organisation. 

Israel said Monday the two 
Palestinians, Faisal Husseini and 
Hanan Ashrawi, would be prose- 
cuted if they attended. 

The oongrcss was the first since 
1988, when the body recognised 
the existence of Israel. The dele- 
gates will debate the proposed 
peace talks, tentatively set for 
October, and seek common 
ground among the divided 


Palestinians. 

On the eve of the congress, 
hardline leader George Habasb, 
head Of the Popular Froot for the 
Liberation of Palestine (FFLP) 
categorically rejected the peace 
talks, saying U.S. terms were 
unacceptable. 

In Damascus, a loose coalition 
of anti-Arafat frictions also urged 
the PNC to reject American 
proposals for die peace confer- 
ence. 

The 'Palestine National Salva- 
tion Front “warns those meeting 


in Algiers against ■ accepting 
them,” said a statement by the 
front read by Khaled Fahoum, 
former chairman of the PNC. 

He said the American propos- 
als “do not meet the minim am 
limit of Palestinian national 
rights, including full and uncon- 
ditional IssraeH withdrawal from 
all Palestinian and Arab land, 
notably Jerusalem.” 

Mr. Arafat called on presidents 
George Bush and Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev to “do all within your 
power to resolve the Middle East 


Arafat seeks PNC backing 


From Lands K. Andoai 


BY pledging co mri t me wt for a 
peaoeAd eolation for the Arah- 
IsraeH conflict wide rejecting 
what he termed as brad pre- 
conditions, Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) Cfcair- 
man Yasser Arafet is frying to 
ItiU two birds with one stone. 

Throwing the ball bade into 
the Israeli court by refocusing 
attention on United Nations 
Security Council resointians 
and aeekfeg the backfcig of the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) for flaMe w m ln tl o ris 
that wfl aHow Pafertfniaa par- 
ticipation In the proposed peace 
con fe rence. _ 

As e xp ecte d, Mr. ArafatV 
keynote speech ft the ofimlng 
seaskm of the PNC Monday 
evaded any direct « indirect 
reference to toe PIG’S dedstea 
on whetoer to anthertae or 
Mock P i drs I liiiaH partidpatlon 
within toe context of a jotat 
Jonfonfam-PalestUnn delega- 
tion. 

Instead, Mr. Arafet ontihaed . 
the terms of Palestinian parti- 
cipation that are acceptable to 
all Palestinian groups and 
essentially based on the United 
Vatin— resolutions. 

Although toe terms pat for- 
ward by Mr. Arefet on Mon- 
day — which are by no means 
new — are unacceptable to 
Israd and hi short of inerting 
the American terms, he is said 
to be hoptog to wto European 

■ad Arab sapport for a portion 


^ - Prince Hassan proposes 
tesc;£ Helsinki-type conference 
rg for the Middle East 


GOTEMBA — His Royal High- 
\ aess Crown Prince Hassan said 
..V here Monday that a breakthrough 
‘ bt resolving the Palestinian- 

^ Israeli conflict can pave the way 

' - for a conference for security and 
*'* ■ j. cooperation in the Mkkfle East. 

* * “We look at tins as a process 

'- r ~ fattier than a one time event, a 

• i: \ : process that can draw on the 

Vj moral weight of the Helsinki pro- 

- cess in Europe,” said the Gown 
: ' T - prince in an address to the meet- 
teg of the Arab-Japancse dia- 
logue winch opened at Gotemba- 
Japan Monday. 

i ‘ In his address, delivered on his 

behalf by Mmirter of Planning 
^ Eyad Fariz, the Crown Prince 
jCJ^^dfnid that such process “can be 
«tived to help identify pitorities 
11 feroagfc a t hree -pr on ged strategy 

based on energy .policy, aims 
- aoutrol and debt redaction.” 

'* Rawing are major excerpts 

-•* ■' & pt Prince Hassan’s address: 

ft feao exaggeration to say flat 
:J oa iwawes in thohfiddle East 

* -' *■ ' bne literally fuelled the arms 
-- * t . s " fecei which in torn has ' been 
- . - \ ■ largely behind the ex ter nal debt 

' erfria faced by many countries in 

. -v ~ r> - ■ toe region. Any effective otmsid- 
e ra tk m of arms control must 
"ijp to ere f b re by necessity focus on 
. v Steiwwsof eodgy and inddited- 

tea For ffjffrnphy the recent 
.. - poposal from Brussels for a 

■ -y Erintoeari Energy Charter can 
, y ; J ,V prowde useful guidelines for 
fecUiBg ecmtnictive^ the issue 
f. d m tbe hfitkfie East 

* Hh .'.proposed • ffmitgr -oiitfmes ■ 
^ totroo^ecti^esfortbeEnropean. 

r '_. *ectt» inctetfiiqi eastern 

’ ’ ; v £ ’ * Ba ro pe : security of supply, safe* 


that is eonabtent with Uaited 
Nati ons resoMions. 

According to PLO officials 
and Palestinian analytes toe 
organisation is seeking to divert 
the pr essure that ft has been 
subjected to for the last 
mouths, onto farad by enpb- 
asMng the Security Council re- 
solutions that call fa* fareefi 
wi thdr a wa l and recognition of 
Palestinian »* rights as 

the basis for peace talks be- 
tween the Arabs and farad. 

“It is an attempt to re- 
emphasise substantive issues In- 
stead «f modafifies,” 
one PLO official. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Mr. Arafet has also xotght to 
dampen growing opposition 
witbln the organisation to 
MuIImIm participation hi toe 
peace process based on toe 
American te r ms . Ykrtnafly all 
of the P al es tinian growps, rep- 
resentatives of the P al e stinian 
popular orga nis a ti ons and a 
considerable percentage of 
members of Fateh, toe mate- 
stream friction, are said to 
oppose a PLO authorisation of 
Psfcstodau participa tio n that 
■ cwnpHf s with toe American 
terms for the pence con fe ren ce . 

Ttan toe sessions of the PNC 
are expe cted to witness heated 
debates in the next few days as 
the various groups wffl seek to 
impose constraints on Mr. Ara- 
fat’s fritnre political move- 


Bnt none so for has declared 
any intention of withdrawing 
from the PNC or breaking 
away from the FLO. The most 
toat the Popular Front for toe 
Liberation of Pdestine (PFLP), 
kd by George Habasb, and toe 
Nayef Hawatmeh wing of the 
Democratic Front for the Li- 
beration of Prilestme (DFLP) 
wiH do if toe PNC authorised 
Palestinian participation is to 
poll ote from the PLO £ucs> 
tive Committee niH confine 
themselves to toe role of n loyal 
opposition wtthfai toe PNC. 

Mr. Arafet, -who is aware of 
the strong opposition, however, 
had made itdrarin Ins speech 
on Monday that diplomacy was 
toe only option left for the 

flo. 

For the first time ever Mr. 
Arafet (Hd not make any allu- 
sion in an opening speech of a 
Palestine National Cornell to 
armed straggle. 

Mr. Arafat’s deliberate drop 
of the long s ta nd i n g Pa lestinian 
rhetoric about armed straggle 
h not only aimed at sending a 
positive signal to the Wert but a 
Palestinian adndssin of an end 
of an era hi Palestinian politics. 

But Mr. Arafet wffl not be 
able to completely Ignore tater- 
nal pressures, and might be 
forced to resort to the revob- 
tionazy rhetoric at mm stage of 
toe meeting , If only to ensure 
that the PLO wB not lose its 
control (m the Palestinian 
grotqis and mare significantly 
on c Ur e udata among the 
Palestinians. 


Bush calls on U.N. to repeal 

Zionism is racism resolution 


problem and, particularly, the 
Palestinian problem, in coitibrmi- 
ty to international law.” 

“For our part,” be said, “We 
have chosen the path of peace 
since 1968.” . 

He said the international com- 
munity should “avoid falling, 
once more, into the error of 
oppersang the Palestinian people 
... deprived of its international 
rights, human rights, and expel- 
led from its land.” 

The issue of peace talks was 
not formally inscribed on the 
five-point agenda of the 468- 
member PNC, which groups all 
nine Palestinian factions. Clearly 
the main topic, it was to be 
debated behind closed doors 
under the title of “efiverse ques- 
tions.” 

It was not dear whether the 
outcome of the debate would be 
made public at the end of the 
congress. 

The meeting comes as the PLO 
finds itself at one of its weakest 
moments. Mr. Arafat’s decision 
to side with Iraq during the Gulf 
war led to strains between the 
PLO and some Arab states. 

Mr. Arafat is under heavy 
pressure by major PLO factions 
to insist on the PLO’s direct 
participation in peace talks. They 
see a peace conference without 
FLO r eprese ntat ions as a sellout 
to Israel. 

• One possibility, supported by 
the United States, would allow 
Palestinians from the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip to 
form a joint delegation with Jor- 
dan. 

Ahmed Jtbril, leader of the 
Popular Front for the liberation 
of Palestine-General Command 
told a news conference in Damas- 
cus the U.S. peace proposals 
failed to address the rights of 
Palestinians. 

“The U.S. -proposed peace con- 
ference is aimed at eliminating 
the Palestinian problem,” said 
Mr. Jibril, whose group is a mem- 
ber of the PNSF. 

If the U.S. administration and 
some Arab regimes succeed in 
bringing some Palestinian perso- 
nalities (to the talks) those cer- 
tainly wwld not represent the 
Palestinian people," Mr. Jibril 

(Continued on page 5) 


UNITED NATIONS — Presi- 
dent George Bush called Monday 
for the' repeal erf a 1975 United 
Nations resolution that equates 
Zionism with racism, saying it is 
time to address old feuds th«r 
bedevil world peace. 

In remarks before the U.N 
General. Assembly, Mr. Bush 
also said Iraq was contemptuous 
of U.N. resolutions that require 
the Iraqi regime- to cooperate 
with U.N. inspection teams look- 
ing for weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. “His (President Saddam 
Hussein) contempt continues 
even asl am speaking," Mr. Bush 


In his speech, Mr. Bush said to 
equate Zionism with racism “is to 
reject Israel itself.” 

“Zionism is not a policy, it was 
an idea that led to the home of 
the Jewish people in the state of 
Israel,” Mr. Bush said. 


As for Iraq, Mr. Bush said 
United Nations sanctions must 
remain in place as long as Presi- 
dent Hussein is in power. 

“We cannot compromise for a 
moment in seeing that Iraq des- 
troys all its weapons of mass 
destruction and the means to 
deliver them, and we shall not 
compromise.” 

Mr. Bush spoke as U.N. offi- 
cials disclosed that Iraq bad de- 
tained a team of U.N. nuclear 
inspectors in Baghdad who had 
found documents apparently pro- 
ving that Iraq was developing 
nuclear weapons. 

Mr. Bush’s speech came sever- 
al days after he served notice that 
he was willing to send U.S. forces 
bade to the Gulf to back up U.N. 
inspection 4 efforts. 

Mr. Bush also called for the 
release of the Western hostages 
held in Lebanon, saying, “let's 


put the law above the crude and 
cowardly practice of hostage 
bolding.” 

Mr. Bush opened his speech 
noting the chance for peace and 
prosperity in a world “leavened 
by the cold war's end.” 

He called on all nations to 
work to resolve border disputes 
peacefully, noting that as com- 
munism has fallen, old ethnic 
hatreds have sprung to life. 

He also extolled the virtues of 
free market economies in the 
world. 

He said the United States had 
no desire to impose a “Pax Amer- 
icana” on the wold. At the same 
time, be said, “we will not retreat 
and poll back into isolation ... We 
will offer friendship and lead- 
ership.” 

In his address, Mr. Bush paid 
(Cootinued on page 5) 


Jordan, Yemen explore 
economic integration 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein voiced full support 
for the on-going economic in- 
tegration process between- 
Yemen and Jordan and called for 
further efforts to bolster the 
brotherly ties between the two 
countries. 

The King, speaking at a meet- 
ing held at A1 Nadwa Palace and 
attended by the prime ministers 
of Jordan and Yemen; reviewed 
the general political situation in 
the Middle East and toe on-going 
efforts to achieve peace in the 
iegum. 

Yemen’s Prime Minister Haid- 
er Abu Baker A1 Attas conveyed 
.to the King a message from 
Yemeni President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh. The meeting was attended 
by Prime Munster Taber Masri, 
the King’s Political Advisor 
Adnan Abu Odeb, and the King’s 
Military Secretary Prince Trial 
Ben Mohammad. 

The two prime ministers briefed 
the King on the progress of work 
undertaken by the Higher Joint 
Jordanian Yemeni Committee 
which opened a meeting in Am- 
man Monday to discuss integra- 
tion between the two countries, 
especially in trade and economic 
fields. 

King Hussein later -hosted a 
luncheon for members of the two 


~,V 




His Majesty King Hussein Monday receives Yemeni Prime 
Minister Haider Abo Baker A1 Attas at A1 Nadwa Palace (Petra 
photo) 


Earlier Monday, the two prime 


ministers co-cfaaired a joint meet- 
ing at the prime ministry to re- 
view bflateral cooperation in va- 
rious fields. According to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, the 
committee reviewed recom- 
mendations for cooperation in 
economic and trade fields and 
coordination in the fields of in- 
dustry, agriculture, information, 
education, culture, electricity, 
m unicip al affairs, housing, health 
and social affairs, telecom- 
munications, tourism, planning, 
mining and public works. 

The committee agreed to set up 


guarding the environment and 
e ffi ciency in production. 

In approaching the Middle 
East peace process^we are aware 
of the need to strike a delicate 
balance between respect for the 
normative contents of relevant 
international law norms and 
Security Council resolutions on 
the one band, and the need for 
flexibility and ingenuity to ensure 
that negotiations are meaningful 
on the other. 

The Middle East region is 
understandably still recovering 
from the traumatic effects of the 
Gulf crisis. Augmented symp- 
toms of political disorie n t a tion, 
economic fragility and persecu- 
tion are stiD apparent and need 
yet to be remedied. 

My cotmtry in particular, from 
a humanitarian standpoint, ha« 
had to deal with rill three symp- 
toms and often at the cost of its 
own security, economy and de- 
mograpbic balance. Since the ear- 
ly days of the eras, with very 
limited resources, Jordan has bad 
to deal with the influx of hun- 
dreds of thousands of thud coun- 
try nationals fleeing Kuwait and 
Iraq. We have suffered heavy 
kttses in trade and industry as a 
result of U.N. embargoes -and 
continue to cany the heavy bur- 
den of frying to accommodate 
more than 300,000 expatriate re- 
tomees from GCC countries, a 
third of whom are under the age 
of IS. Onr already strained finan- 
cial and natural resources are in 
jeopardy. 

I should Hke to mention here, , 
. ( Contfnar d on page 5) . j 


Israeli Iraqis cease documents from U.N. team 
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fighters 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
troops killed three Palestinian 
fighters who were trying to infil- 
trate into Israel from a U.N.- 
controlled buffer zone between 
Israel and Syria, the army said 
Monday. 

The fighters belonged to the 
Democratic Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine, a hardline pro- 
Syrian faction of the PLO, the 
army said. The DFLP, beaded by 
Nayef Hawatmeh, has called on 
die Palestinians to boycott prop- 
osed Middle East peace talks. 

The fighters were killed Sun- 
day, a day before the Palestine 
National Council opened debate 
on whether the FLO should 

ference. 

An Israeli patrol spotted the 
three men dose to the Israeli 
border, in the Mount Hennon 
region, and opened fire, the army 
grid. The army did not say if the, 
fighters returned fire. 

The fighters were armed with 
Soviet-made Kalashnikov rifles, 
hand grenades, law missiles, and 
a pistol with a silencer, the army 


farad shares an 80 kflmnetres 
border with Syria, which is pat- 
rolled by U.N. peacekeepers. 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraqi 
authorities forcibly removed 
boxes of documents from a U.N. 
team hunting far evidence of 
nuclear weapons-maldng on 
Monday after detaining the tram 
members for five boms. 

Team leader David Kay said 
the team a snap inspection 
at an undeclared ate in central 
Baghdad and found a large 
amount of documentation on the 
Iraqi nndear programme. 

1 “This documentation was in 
considerable depth with regard to 
the programme in general as well 
‘ as with regard to the production 
of physical midear material and 
midear weapons development.” 

Mr. Kay said that as well as the 
documents found in the 10-storey 
office building, it was dear that 
a large number of other papers 
had been hastily removed and the 
centre was in use until quite 
recently. 

The dispute coincides with a 
major row between the U.N. and 
Baghdad over the nse of heficop- 
ters by inspectors verifying die 
scrapping of Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction under the terms 
of the Gulf war ceasefire. 

At the United Nations in New 
York, U.S. President George 
Bush told the General Assembly 
(mMoiiday that Iraq was rebufld- 
ing its weapons of mass destruc- 
tion and said there would be no 
compromise with Baghdad over 
inspection cf its fariWtfei i. 

Mr. Kay said his 45-member 
team began its surprise inspection 
at 5:30 a.m. and first asked to 
leave the walled and guarded 
compound around the Dnfldmg 
about 3 pan. 

It was allowed to depart 
around 8 pan. only after the 
boxes of documents had been 


forcibly seized by Iraqi officials 
despite strenuous and repeated 
protests. 

“The volume of the material 
was considerable. Over three car 
loads was involved," Mr. Kay 
added. 

In Vienna, the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
said the U-N. inspectors found 
two types of documents, some of 
winch related to a secret Iraqi 
nndear weapons development 
project. 

“The first related broadly to 
the Iraqi nndear programme in 
all of its aspects,” an IAEA 
statement said. “The second type 
of documentation specifically re- 
lated to fissile material produc- 
tion and Iraq’s hitherto undis- 


closed nuclear weapons develop- 
ment-” 

The dispute over the docu- 
ments is the latest and one of the 
most serious in a series of dis- 
agreements between the U.N. 
and Baghdad , which most declare 
and .destroy all its weapons of 
m a«s destruction under the terms 
of the Gulf war ceasefire. 

The offioe building stands in 
the same grounds as the Iraqi 
capital’s main conference centre, 
which was destroyed by bombing 
during the war. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker called the reports that Iraq 
had detained United Nations in- 
spectors “extraordinarily regrett- 
able” and said Baghdad had 
already learned this year the con- 


sequences. of defying the U.N. 

Mr. Baker was asked about the 
reports before a meeting with 
Zimbabwe’s Foreign Minister 
Nathan Shamuyaira. He said: 

*T tfaink it’s extraordinarily re- 
grettable. The Security Council 
resolutions that call for inspec- 
tions are unconditional and un- 
qualified and the whole purpose 
of these resolutions is to deter- 
mine the extent and degree to 
which Iraq is trying to continue to 
main tain capabilities with respect 
to weapons of mass destruction.” 

Mr. Baker said the world com- 
munity expected Iraq to cooper- 
ate with U.N. inspectors checking 
Iraq’s nuclear, chemical and 
biological weapons programmes 
and its ballistic missiles. 


Yugoslav ceasefire holds 


ZAGREB, Yugoslavia (R) — 
Yugoslavia's truce held on Mon- 
day despite sporadic violations on 
all fronts in breakaway Croatia 
and calm began returning to the 
Balkan country after weeks of 
fighting. 

With optimism growing among 
diplomats pud officials in Yugos- 
lavia, a European Community- 
sponsored peace conference on 
Yugoslavia announced that it 
would reconvene for a plenary 
session in the Hague on Thurs- 
day. 

The con fe rence, headed by for- 
mer British Foreign Secretary 
Lord Carrington, collapsed last 
week when an EC-brokered 
peace accord foiled to take bold. 

In the Croatian capital Zagreb, 
officials sad Yugoslav President 
Stipe Mesic, a Croat, would 
travel to the United Nations in 


New York on Tuesday to urge it 
to send a peacekeeping force to 
Yugoslavia. 

The U.N. Sbcurity Council is 
expected to discuss the possibility 
of sending a fence later this week. 

’ More than 500 people have 
been killed in almost three 
months of fighting since Setts in 
Croatia rebelled a gains t the Re- 
public’s indepedence declaration 
on June 25. 

But Zagreb was rapidly return- 
ing to normal a day after the army 
agreed to a truce on Sunday and 
halted a massive offensive that 
threatened to crush the rebel 
republic’s outgunned forces. 

. “I think the worst is over,” 
Croatian President Franjo Tudj- 
man told passeis-by as he stro&ed 
the streets of Zagreb on Sunday 
night flanked by bodyguards. 

Traffic jams returned to the 


streets and street lights were on 
after a four-day blackout ordered 
as a protection against possible 
air raids. 

The only shooting in Zagreb 
during the night came from jubi- 
lant Croatian fighters firing in the 
air to celebrate the ceasefire. 

“I think the ceasefire is bolding 
despite sporadic localised viola- 
tions. The higher echelons on 
both rides seem to want it to 
hold,** a Western diplomat said. 

Another diplomat quoted a top 
army officer as expressing optim- 
ism that the trace would hold, 
although violations were occur- 
ring. 

Air-raid alerts were repented in 
at least two Croatian towns but 
there were no air attacks. 

Croatian ratfio said there were 
a string of ceasefire violations on 
tiie ground on Monday morning. 


a subcommittee to follow up the 
implementation of joint ventures 
and the higher committee resolu- 
tions, and it is to meet once every 
three months in either country, 
according to Petra. 

Petra said that the committee 
also set up a joint team to discuss 
the implementation of joint in- 
dustrial ventures and to draw up 
plans for two industrial cities in 
Yemen, provide expertise for in- 
vestments and discuss the estab- 
lish ment of a joint maritime com- 
pany. 

(Continued on page 5) 

European 

deputies 

urge 

Palestinians 
to attend 
conference 

By Nidal M. Ibr ahim 

Special to' the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The chairman of 
a European Parliament delega- 
tion visiting the Middle East- 
Monday urged Palestinians to 
attend the proposed October 
peace con fere nce. 

Professor Dimitrios Nianias, 
who is heading the six-member, 
delegation cm a tour of the 
region, also stressed the impor- 
tant role Jordan could play in 
helping overcome obstacles in 
convening the conference. 

Prof. Nianias said the Pales- 
tine National Council (PNC) 
should vote to attend the peace 
conference to take advantage 
of “this greatest possible 
opportunity to have toe prob- 
lem solved.” 

“People interested in solving 
the problem should go to nego- 
* tiations, they should sit, they 
should listen, they should bear 
and then act accordingly,” 
Prof. Nianias said. 

The PNC is currently meet- 
ing in Algiers to decide 
whether to attend the prop- 
osed U.S. sponsored peace 
conference. Syria, Israel, Jor- 
dan, Egypt and Lebanon have 

(Continued on page 5) 
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8 opposition leaders 


j ailed in Iran 


By Ed Blanche 

The Associated Press 


NICOSIA — Eight leading Ira- 
nian opposition figures have been 
given prison sentences ranging 
from six months to three years in 
secret trials for “siding with ene- 
mies of the state," the official 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
reported Monday. 

The report, the first disclosure 
by Iran's official media of the 
trials held last month, came amid 
intensifying efforts by President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani to liberalise 
Iran 12 years after the 1979 Isla- 
mic revolution and to shed the 
regime's reputation for repres- 
sion and intolerance. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, leader of 
Iran's so-called pragmatists, has 
also been eager to demonstrate 
tnat since he became president 
two years ago the Islamic Repub- 
lic's widely criticised human 
rights record has improved. 

IRNA, monitored in Nicosia, 
quoted Hojatoleslam Ebrahim 
Raisi, the Islamic revolutionary 
court's Tehran prosecutor, as 
saying the men convicted were 
among IS members of the banned 
Society for the Defence of Free- 
dom arrested last year. 

He did not say what happened 
to the other seven. But they were 
apparently either acquitted or re- 
leased before the trials began. 

. They were among more than 40 
people arrested in May and June 
last year after 90 leading liberals 
signed a scathing open letter from 
the society to Mr. Rafsanjani 
demanding “freedom and jus- 
tice.” 

The letter, which caused severe 
embarrassment for the govern- 
ment, criticised Mr. Rafsanjani's 
economic policies because they 
were not helping the poor, the 
lack of political freedom and “in- 


competent foreign policies... 
rich 


which forced our country into 
political isolation.” 

The society was closely linked 
to the Freedom Movement, the 
only opposition group permitted 
to operate in Iran until it was 
outlawed last year after continual 
harassment by security agencies. 

It was led by veteran politician 
Mehdi Bazargan, 84, who was the 
first prime minister of the Islamic 
Republic of after it was estab- 
lished by the late Ayatollah 
RuhoQah Khomeini in 1979. 

He later resigned in protest 
against revolutionary excesses, 
including the November 1979 sei- 
zure of the U.S. embassy in 
Tehran. He apparently escaped 
the government dragnet. 

The signatories of tbe open 
Jester to Mr. Rafsanjani included 
it'!.' Dozargar. . his former cabinet 


ministers, prominent intellectuals 
and military officers. The author- 
ities retaliated with the crack- 
down and banned the Freedom 
Movement. 

Mr. Raisi did not say why the 
men were tried in secret. He 
claimed all had been allowed to 
select lawyers, but had chosen to 
defend themselves. 

He identified the men jailed as 
Mr. Bazargan ’s son, Abdulali; 
Ali Ardalan, secretary-general of 
the Society for the Defence of 
Freedom; former Tehran mayor 
Mehdi Tavasoli; former interior 
minister Hashem Sabaghian; 
Abulfazl Shahshahami, Habib 
Davaran, Akbar Zarineh and 
Mohammad Reza Movahed. 

IRNA quoted Mr. Raisi as 
saying that tbe men were con- 
victed for signing the “insulting 
open letter... to the president.” 

He said they were found guilty 
by a no-jury revolutionary court 
of “siding with internal and exter- 
nal enemies of the Islamic revolu- 
tion, in connection with foreign 
radios active against the Islamic 
revolution, destroying and 
weakening the morale of the peo- 
ple and making them distrustful 
towards the Islamic Republic's 
system, spreading rumours 
against the Islamic Republic's 
system and active participation in 
spreading lies.” 

Mr. Raisi said they also were 
involved in producing and distri- 
buting a newsletter, “the main 
objective of which was to sow 
discord... and side with internal 
and external enemies." . 

He did not name any group or 
country. But radical newspaper s 
last year claimed the Freedom 
Movement was linked with the 
United States and Israel. 

Mr. Raisi denied reports that 
die men had been kept in solitary 
confinement before they went on 
trial. But be said they had been 
“kept away from other prisoners” 
for a few days immediately after 
their arrest. 


Tehran's radical daily Abrar 
said Thursday it had interviewed 
four of the men in Tehran’s Evm 
prison and quoted them as de- 
nouncing Mr. Bazargan and 
saying they had engaged in anti- 
state activities. - 

Mr. Raisi denied that the de- 
fendants had been forced to make 
public confessions on the state- 
run television network. But he 
said their confessions included 
"valuable information” which 
IRNA said will be “publicised at 
the appropriate time." 

The disclosure of the secret 
trials is likely to be embarrassing 
for Mr. Rafsanjani, particularly 
since Iran was elected a member 
of the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission in May. 

Iran had earlier been investi- 
gated by the 53-member commis- 
sion for alleged human rights 
abuses since the revolution. It has 
been under U.N. scrutiny since 
1984 under a procedure reserved 
for countries suspected of grave 
human rights abuses. 

In May, tbe commission said it 
would continue to scrutinise hu- 
man rights in Iran for another 
year. 

A report issued by the bead of 
tbe investigation team, Salvado- 
rean lawyer Reynaldo Galindo 
Pohl, said political dissidents 
were still being executed by'Ira- 
nian authorities, who often de- 
scribed them as drug traffickers. 

Bnt it also cited "positive mea- 
sures” being taken by Tehran to 
improve its human rights record 
and welcomed cooperation by 
Mr. Rafsan jam's administration 
at the “highest level.” 

Mr. Galindo Pohl said 500 peo- 
ple were executed in Iran be- 
tween January and October last 
year. 

The London-based Amnesty 
International human rights 
watchdog group claims some 
2,000 political prisoners were ex- 
ecuted between July 1988 and 
January 1989. 


Allied troops to leave southeast 


Turkey — official 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey said on 
Monday that Western troops sent 
to protect Iraqi Kurds would be 
withdrawn from southeastern 
Turkey. 

The allies would rely on air 
power for the next three months 
to deter Iraqi forces from attack- 
ing Kurds. 

"The ground troops will be 
withdrawn as soon as possible,” 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Ferbat Ataman said. 

Allied attack helicopters based 
at Batman in southeast Turkey 


would leave as well as some 2,400 
Western troops stationed at Silo- 
pi, near the Iraqi border, he 
added. 

F-lll fighter-bombers would 
replace A-10 ground attack 
planes based at Inririik air base, 
southern Turkey, but die overall 
number of combat planes there 
would remain at 48. 

Mr. Ataman said Tnrkey had 
extended for 90 days the mandate 
of the combined task force set np 
to protect Kurds in northern Iraq 
against attack by Iraq’s forces. 


Turkish troops kill 
suspected kidnappers 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Tur- 
kish security forces have ldDed 
three Kurdish rebels said to have 
been among the kidnappers of 
five Westerners released un- 
banned on -Friday. 

Security officials said three 
guerrillas of the outlawed Kur- 
dish Workers Party (PKK) were 
killed in a dash near tbe town of 
Karliova in the eastern province 
of Bingol on Snnday night. 

Local rcrporters said the three 
men were part of a PKK band 
which abducted three Americans, 
a Briton and an Australian neat 
Karliova on August 30 and held 
them for three weeks. 

There was no immediate offi- 
cial confirmation. 

- The five Westerners, four of 
whom had been looking for 
Noah’s Ark, were expected to 
leave a U.S. air base at Indrlik in 
southern Turkey on Monday af- 
ter completing medical tests. 

“They are in reasonably good 
spirits,” a Western diplomat said. 
“They slept out for three weeks. 
They were kept on tbe march for 
nine days and then kept in the 
same place.” 

The diplomat said about 15 
young PKK guerrillas had 


guarded the captives and ha d not 
treated them violently. The PKK 
did not claim responsibility or 
make any demands before freeing 
the men. 

More than 3,300 people have 
been killed since the PKK began 
its violent campaign for an inde- 
pendent Kurdish state in the 
mountains of southeast Turkey in 
1984. 

Meanwhile, a U.S. official said 
Monday that the five Westerners 
who were released are anxious to 
go home. 

“They want to be with their 
families as soon as possible,” said 
U.S. army Maj. Michael McKin- 
ney, a spokesman for the 
Turkish-U.S. air base at Eatirlik, 
where the five bad been flown 
after their release. 

He said they might be flown 
out later Monday , but declined to 
comment further on travel 
arrangements. 

The Americans and the Au- 
stralian were searching for 
Noah's Aik in eastern Turkey, 
where the Bible says it landed 
after the deluge. 

Noah’s Ark Research Founda- 
tion based in Sydney, Australia, 
was not involved in tbe search. 


bnt was taken by the kidnappers 
from a separate bus. 

. PKK spokesman said fore- 
igners visiting eastern Tnrkey 
needed “passes” issued by rebel 
offices in Europe. ■ 

U.S. air force Ll Col. Geny 
Guess, another Indrlik -spokes- 
man, said the five men were still 
tired after their ordeal, and did 
not want to meet journalists. 

He saki all were in good heahh- 
except for “some minor bruises 
or scratches from continuously 
walking around in tbe open for 
three weeks.” 

Australian archaeologist Allen 
Roberts, among those released 
could resume Ms search for the 
ark next year, a spokesman said 
Monday. 

Noah’s Ark Research Founda- 
tion spokesman John McNicol 
said after speaking with Roberts' 
family that tbe 59-year-old adven- 
turer was in good health apart 
from a minor ankle injury and 
was likely to continue tbe project. 

“We believe that Dr. Roberts ■ 
will want to go back to the 
Akyayla site, possibly next year, 
to ascertain whether the boat- 
shaped formation is the ark,” Mr. 
McNicol said. 


Smog covers Kuwait, fears 
grow of effects of burning wells 


By Diana Abdallah' 

Reuter 


KUWAIT — The worst black 
smog in more than a month 
shrouded Kuwait city on Mon- 
day, where public fears are grow- 
ing over the long-term effects of 
breathing toxic gases from hun- 
dreds of burning oil wells. 

Ibrahim Hadi, secretary gener- 
al of the official Environment 
Protection Council, said a change 
in the wind had caused die snog 
but there was no reason for 
alarm. 

“We are monitoring the situa- 
tion daily and if we ever reach tbe 
alert level we will definitely in- 
form the people,” he said. 
“Accor ding to our recordings to- 


Arabia. 

Bnt more than 300 burning oil 
wells are still pouring about 
100,000 tonnes of smoke a day 
into the atmosphere and scientists 
warn that pollution will worsen 
with the approach of winter. 

A report last week from the 
international pressure Group 
Greenpeace, saying Kuwait faced 
a monumental environmental 
catastrophe, generated wide- 
spread concern among Kuwaitis. 

Greenpeace accused the 
Kuwaiti government of doing Hi- 
de to deal with die problem and 
mged it to protect tbe residents of 


the emirate. 

Mr. Hadi dismissed the Green- 
peace report, saying: “They did 
not have any data. Even their 
mobile laboratory was not work- 
ing.” 

Bnt recent newspaper edito- 
rials reflect mounting concern in 
the emirate. 


“Why this secrecy, why the 
lack of information cm the scope 
of the catastrophe?” said A1 
Watan newspaper. 

“People should be aware of tbe 
effects and take measures. This 
issue of pollution should be given 
a higher priority... We should not 
underestimate this catastrophe.” 


day, the level 
and oxides of 


of hydrocarbons 
nitrogen is well 


below the alert level. 

“The wind today is going to the 
northwest, that is why there fa 
this cloud,” he told Renters. 

Hie air over Kuwait dty was 
greasy and smelled of petrol. Car 
drivers complained of oil droplets 
settling on their windscreens. 

Kuwait has recently enjoyed 
reasonably dear weather because 
the wind has blown smoke from 
the wells, set alight by Iraqi 
troops retreating at the end of the 
Gulf war in February, out over 
the Gulf or south towards Saudi 


Iran opens border to 
Soviet Turkmenia 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran, stepping 
up contacts with Muslim Soviet 
republics, opened a border cros- 
sing to Turkmenia, die Iranian 
news agency (IRNA) reported on 
Monday. 

The crossing at Bajgiran in 
northeast Iran, 30 kilometres 
from Turkmenia's capital 
Ashkhabad, was inaugurated on 
Sunday, it said. 

Turkmenia’s President Sapar- 
muryad Niyazov and governor- 
general of Iran’s Kborassan pro- 


, ( jrince Aji Jannati . discussed the 
.^establishment of a joint border 
market after the ceremony, 
IRNA said. 

Iran, which has expanded eco- 
nomic and travel ties wife Soviet 
Azerbaijan, has called for fair 
and equal treatment of Soviet 
Muslims as Soviet republics move 
out of Moscow's control. 

Iran also borders Ghristian- 
dominated Armenia which voted 
for independence from Moscow 
in a referendum of Saturday. 


Khomeini’s tomb still big draw, but Iran slowly changing 


By Harms Neurboorg 

The Associated Press 


TEHRAN — After Friday 
prayers, the religious high- 
spot of the Iranian week, a 
trip to the air-conditioned 
sanctuary holding the re- 
mains of the late Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, founder 
of the Islamic republic, is a 
favourite excursion. 

It is especially popular with 
the poor, who make up tbe 
bulk of Tehran's mushroom- 
ing 10 million population, be- 
cause the bus ride to the 
shrine outside the Behesht-e 
Zara oemetry, 15 kilio metres 
south of Tehran, is free. 

With its gilded cupola 
glistening in the afternoon 
sun, it is a huge and impress- 
ive piece of traditional Isla- 
mic architecture. 

The 50-acre complex is still 
under construction and get- 


ting bigger more than two 
years after Ayatollah 
Khomeini died of cancer in 
June 1989. But it has become 
a major religious landmark as 
“tbe imam,” as Ayatollah 
Khomeini is widely known, 
has been elevated into virtual 
sainthood. 

Westerners may be sur- 
prised by the carnival atmos- 
phere at tbe shrine overlook- 
ing the sprawling cemetery 
where tens of thousands of 
Ayatollah Khomeini's sup- 
porters slain during the re- 
volution and soldiers killed in 
tbe 1980-88 war with Iraq are 
buried. 

Children shriek merrily as 
they slide over the marble 
floor the size of a football 
field. Families squat on pre- 
cious Persian carpets under 
giant chandeliers, donated by 
the faithful, enjoying a picnic 
complete with soft drinks and 


non-alcoholic “Islamic beer.” 
Men use die cool surround- 
ings to take a nap. 

b b ☆ 


Tehran’s traffic is a night- 
mare. It was always tad, 
even in the pre-revolutionary 
days of the Shah. But these 
days, despite efforts to limit 
access to downtown Tehran, 
the helter-skelter traffic of 
Rome or Paris seems almost 
attractive by comparison. 

On recent Friday, five 
lanes of cars moved uphill at 
pedestrian speed as dty- 
dweDezs headed oat of for a 
breath of fresh air from the 
capital, which the official 
media has branded “the most 
polluted dty in the world.” 

A motorbike carrying a 
father and three children pre- 
cariously balanced behind 
him easily outpaced the bum- 
ber-to-bumper cars. 


“My brother manages to 
get five on his bike — him- 
self, his three kids and his 
wife,” a cab driver boasted. 

“Thai’s okay in summer. 
But in winter there’s ice on 
the street and they risk 
breaking their necks.” 

A woman riding a rootors- 
cooter and clad in a long 
black chador also passed the 
fuming car drivers. 

“That’s really dangerous,” 
tbe driver observed. “Several 
women have been killed 
when their chadors got 
caught in the wheels.” 

An estimated two million 
vehicles dog the mostly nar- 
row streets every day, pump- 
ing out exhaust firtnes that 
add to smog that seems to 
permanently shroud the 
capital of 10 million people. 

The Reselat daily recently 
estimated that Tehran is 
waste 1.2 billion hours a year 


trapped in traffic jams, “the 
equivalent of 43,237 years.” 


b b b 


More than a decade after 
the end of the U.S. embassy 
hostage drama, welcome 
signs are up in Tehran for 
dollar-spending Westerners 
visiting a country confronted 
with monumental economic 
problems. 

President Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani, despite opposition from 
anti-Western fundamentalist 
radicals, is -striving to encour- 
age western firms to invest in 
Iran to give a much-needed 
boost to the moribund eco- 


nomy. 

But the radicals are not 
above malting a dollar or two 
out of the “faranghi,” 1 or 
foreigners. 

“For rent or mortgage only 
to European or American 


families,” said a housing 
agency ad in the daily 
Kayhan, generally consi- 
dered the mouthpiece of Ira- 
nian hardliners who still use 
the “Great Satan” label for 
the United States. 

A Western businessman 
setting up shop can pick from 
semes of elegant villas in 
residential neighbourhoods 
at the foot of the Alborz 
mountains in north Tehran. 

It is still the most fashion- 
able area of the capital, 
where the revolutionary elite 
now occupy the mansions 
built by the late Shah’s long 
gone courtiers. 

Monthly rent for a three- 
bedroom mansion with ser- 
vant’s quarters, garden and 
swimming pool is listed as 
*3,000. 

“But that's negotiable,” 
Salman Ganji of the Robin- 
son agency hastened to add. 



to be lifted Sept, 29 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian au- 
thorities announced that a state 
of siege, imposed -on June S to 
curb ■ Muslim fundamentalist 
street violence, would be lifted 
from nexl Sunday, the official 
APS news agency said. 

President ChadU Benjedid said 
in a statement Sunday night the 
state of siege would be lifted from 
Sept 29 because of “the positive 
result in terms of restoring public 
older and security.” 

The agency said the president 
made the announcement after a 
meeting of bis higher security 
council. The state of siege was 
due to end on Oct. 5 but the 
authorities had said it could be 
lifted earlier if calm was returned 
to the streets. ' A curfew has 
already ended. 

■ Tbe anouncement was made on 
the eve of a crucial Palestine 
National Council (PNC) meeting 
just outside Algiers. 

The gathering of the Palesti- 
nian pariiament-in-esile could de- 
cide whether Palestinians will 
participate in Middle East peace 
talks the United States wants to 
bold next month. 

President Benjedid imposed 
the state of siege, sacked the 
gov e r nm ent and postponed mul- 


ti-party elections planned for 
June after & series of strikes by 
the HamfoSaNafibri Front (FIS) 
triggered street vioksnee. 

Officials sqr 55 people were 
killed in tbe trouble ^ which grip- 
ped faadamentalist tfiaricts of 
tbe capital and sorite rural areas. 

FIS leaders Abassi Madam and 
Ali Bdhadj are under .arrest on 



state. Both men have gone on 
hunger strike to demand pofitkal 
prisoner status arid 'have been . s.v 
moved- to .-hospital from BHda ' 
military jafi. ... * 

. Political parties had called for P y , : 
the state of siege to be. lifted to •- 
resumption of political activity to 
resume. 

The interim g o ve r nment of ■■ : 
Prime Minister Sid Ahmad Gho- r v - 
zali, appointed by President Beth 1 •* ‘ k 
jetfid, is trying to bcM elections 
before the end of the year. .. 

It has also proposed major ■ < 1 
changes in the electoral law which 
inspired the fundamentalist .*>'*"■ 
strikes. - ; 

The FIS said the law was fixed 
to favour the National liberation >: 
Front (FLN) which can the formerly . ! 
one-party country for nearly - ^ 
three decades following inde- 
pendence from France. *,rc* * 


Library rejects Israeli 
warnings over scrolls 


SAN MARINO (AP) — A re- 
search library has dismissed 
warnings by Israel and opened its 
microfilm record of the Dead Sea 
scrolls, declaring its action a blow 
for academic freedom. 

“When you free the scrolls, 
you free the scholars,” said. Wil- 
liam A. Moffett, director of the 
Huntington Library. “If we had 
sat quietly we would have 
violated our own policy of unres- 
tricted access.” 

Israel warned the library Sun- 
day not to open its microfilm 
record of the scrolls, siding with 
the few researchers who have 
controlled die ancient Jewish re- 
cords for four decades. . 

The work of a Jewish sect 
during the time of Jesus, the 
scrolls contain the oldest known 
version of the Old Testament, 
Biblical writings and invaluable 
information about die beginnings 
of Christianity and modern 
Judaism. 

_ Amir Drori, director of Israel’s 
antiquities authority, said easing 
access to the records would 
violate the contract under which 
the 800 scroll fragments were 
photographed in 1980. The pic- 
tures were taken as a safeguard 
against the possibility of the 
scrolls being damaged or des- 


troyed. 

Mr. Moffett told a news confer- 
ence at the library that he bad 
received a facsimile message from 
Israeli authorities, but he de- 
clined to elaborate. He did say 
there was no legal ground for 
blocking access to the material 
“We are not set up to be a rival 
of the department of antiquities,” 
he said. “We are not in the 
publi&ing business.” 

Mr. Moffett also questioned 
whether anyone had a legitimate 
claim over access to the Dead Sea 
scrolls. He noted that the scrolls 
were found beginning m 1947 in 
territory not occupied by Israel 
until the 1967 war. 

Mr. Moffett said the release 
effectively broke the “monopoly" 
of scholars authorised to study 
the scroll fragments. 

The Huntigton’s plan elated 
scholars who contend vital histo- 
iriaal documents should be widely 
available. But scholars who! have 
.derioted years- to- translating the 
'isenalls expressed anger, saying 
their work was being stolen. 

The animal-skin scrolls were 
found in caves near the Dead Sea 
between 1947 and the early 
1950s. They are stored at the 
Rockfeller Museum in occupied 
Jerusalem . 
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Libya denies maste rminding 
French airliner bombing 
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NICOSIA (R) — Libya Monday 
rejected charges by a French 
judge that it masterminded the 
1989 bombing of an airliner which 
killed all 170 people on board. 

A DC-10 of France's UTA 
airline exploded over the Niger 
Desert during a flight between 
the Congolese capital Brazzaville 
and Paris after a stop in the 
Chadian capital N'djamena. 

“This campaign of lies is being 
propagated by circles hostile to 
Arabs and Muslims. It is a cam- 
paign of racial hatred against the 
Arab people of Libya,” the offi- 
cial news agency JANA said. 

“Libya, which sympathises 
with families of the victims and 
condemns aD terrorist operations 
against innocent civilians, reject 
these charges and refuses to be 
drawn into such issues or have the 
.reputation of its people, its his- 
tory and sovereignty tar- 
nished. — " said JANA, received 
in Cyprus. 

The judge investigating the 
bombing, Jean-Louis Bmguiere, 
was quoted by Paris lawyers Friday 
as telling relatives of the DC-10 


victims that a Libyan diplomat 
organised the attack. 

The judge, who specialises in 
terrorism cases, identified him as 
Brazaville-based Fust Secretary 
Abdullah A1 Azragh and said 
international warrants would be 
issued for the arrest of a number 
of suspects. 

“The real criminal must be 
sought,” JANA said. “Libya is 
not involved in any way with such 
incidents.” 

Libya has also denied Western 
press reports that it was involved 
int he 1988 bombing of a Pan Am 
Jumbo jet over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land, which killed 270 people.- 

The United States, which 
bombed Tripoli in 1986 following 
an attack on a Berlin discothe- 
que, has for years accused Libya 
of sponsoring “international ter- 
rorism.” Libya denies the 
charges. 

France, once a main colonial 
power in Africa, and Libya have 
been vying Tor influence in the 
region. Their forces dashed in 
Chad seveal times during the 
1980s. 
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Church of tbe AmwMwi Tel. 
623541. 
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Armenian Catbnlic Church Tel. 
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Armenian Orthodox Cbareb Tel. 
775261. 
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Amman International Church Tel. 
68S326. 
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Meteorology. 


ifc*: 

IMS 


*Axr 

Maghreb 

’Isha 


CHURCHES 


> SL Mniy of Nnmrrth Church, SwetOefe 

j TeL R1U740. 

I Assemblies of Gad Ctanrch, Tel. 

632785, 685326- 

Si. Joseph Cbareb Tel. 624590. 
Cbareb of tbe A ana Delation Tel. 
637440. 

De k Salk Chmb Tel. 6617S7 
T asm an ia Cbareb Tel: 622366 


Another rise in temperature triD 
take place and winds will be north- 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
win be northwesterly moderate and 
seas calm. 

Min ./max. temp. 

A mm a n 18/31 

Aqaba 23/36 

Domro 19/35 

Jordan Vaficy . 22/36 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 29. Aqaba 33. Hnmkflty readings: 
Amman 29 per cent. Aqaba 33 per 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Shawiah ... 628878 

Dr. Basra Qaddoumi -.646024 

Dr. Fhkbri AbuTayeb 885880 

Dr. Yousef Hammood 615648 

Hrax pharmacy 661912 

Perdows pharmacy 778336 

Al A«mi pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy ............... 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

SbnKtMii pharmacy ............. 637660 

rank 

Dr. Mustafa Hammond { — ) 

At Shana' pharmacy — (275825) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. KJumwAlJa’lmri (— ) 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 


Gvfl Defence D epartme nt ...... 661111 

Civil Dcfenee Im m cx haie 

Rescue. 630341 

Ovfl Defence Emergency «... 199 

Rescue PoGcc 192,621111,07777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway poticc 8*3402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Secaroy Department 63032] 

Hotd Complaints ................. 605800 

Price Complaints ... .......... 661176 

Water and -Sewerage 

Complaints ...... ..... 897467 

Amman Mwwipjdhy 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 
(d ir ectory nisadan c c ) 121 

Overseas Crib 010230 

Central Amman T e lephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaH Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television — 773111 

Raffio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority ... 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

_ Company 636381 

RJ FSgbt Infonnatioo 08-53200 

Queen AHa Inti. Airport.. — 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

HossdnMaBcal Centre 813813/32 

Khahdi Maternity. J. Amo ... 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity .J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Mwenrity 642362 

Malhas,J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmehani 664171/4 

Shmehanl Hospital ............... 669131 

University Hospital ..... 84S845 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaH 666127/37 

Al-Ahfi. AbdaH 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Mohapreen 777101/3 

AJ-B*sfeif,J. Ashrafieh ...... 775111/26 

Anny, Marita 891611/15 

Queen AHa Hospital ......... 60224050 

Anal Hospital ....... — 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Gqvl Hospital ; (99)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

Um Sisa Hospital 

AIHilan Modem Hospital — ..(09)990990 

BUD; 

ft iiccM Bum Hog pi t i l 

Greek Oubofic Hospital (QZJZ7ZZ75 

On Al Nates HospbaT. (02)247100 


AQUA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


IMt Cairo (RJ) 

X&S3 Frankfurt (RJ) 

ttdS Beirut (RJ) 

Tripoli (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 


1*95 Cairo 

1&I5 — MOSCOW 

#1:15 Khartoum 

Ms* ....Bucharest 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALU 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


M Cano (MS) 

“*3# Moscow (SY) 

Lamaca(CY) 

feu Amsterdam (KL) 

2*3® Beirut (ME) 

Z3u 5 Khartoum (SUl 

98.15 Buc h arest (RO) 


This mformetiaa a supplied by Rajm! 

JhtiuuD (RJ) iafannatloa depart- 
meat at tbe Queen ASa International 
Airport Tef. (08)53200-5, where H 
should always be v nrf ficd. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FHghta 
(Terminal 1 ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 



•MS .... 
tfc4S ..... 
Ufc3# ... 
IMS ... 
HriN 
1*45 ... 


Singapore. Knala Lampur ( 

Muscat ( 

Dnbeit 


Vienna,] 

1&45 .... Amsterdam, NewYorkluj) 

VOS ;. Rome} 

ra# Geneva. Paris i 


I 7 sM 

17:45 


Abu Dhabi I 

........ Doha, Bahrain ( 

.... M o n tre a l l 

..... .....London] 

New Yorkl 


14J6 Cairo 

lilt Madrid 

2*36 t a maca 

2198 — Aba Dhabi 

2I:M Jeddah 


.... New York, Amsterdam | 


21:W Dubai 

3199 - 

2291 Bahrain, Doha 


UpfKtffowar price in Os pa kg. 

Apple .- 600/ 500 

Banana ........ 500/450 

Banana (Mnkammar) 450/400 

Beam 600 / 500 

Cbbbage 150 1 100 

Cauliflower 360/300 

Cucambers (large) 150/100 

CocanfoBS (small) .... 300 / 250 

Eggplant 250/300 

Gariie 950 / 850 

Grapes .............. 800 / 700 

Ixmon (green) 220 / 160 

Lemon frcSow) 300/250 

(large) . — 150/100 

Marrow (sandy 300 /3S0 

Ofa*- /. 900 / 800. 

GUon(dry) 250 / 200 

'Orange 400 / 390 

Pb*tea 700/600 

: -506/400 

.. J 220/160 

Pepper (sweet) ... 3307.300 

Potato .. 300/250 

Sag* 6007500 

Sweet melon 260/200 

tomatoes.... 140/90 

Wat e rmelon 170 / 50 
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The Housing Crisis 

Government struggling to 
respond to housing shortage 


is the third to a series of 
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entreat booting crisis hi Jor- 
dan. This article desk with 
government efforts to. address 


tog the returnees. 


By Nidal M. Ihr ahtm 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — While the hous- 
ing shortage has affected not 
only recent returnees but long- 
time residents in the Kingdom, 
government measures to allevi- 
ate the problem have been 
li mite d by both lack of plan- 
ning and lack of foods, officials 
say- 

- Current government efforts 
to absorb the returnees, offi- 
cials acknowledge, are short- 
term, stop-gap measures. 
Long-term plans are still in the 
planning stages, they said. 

"To build bousing... is not a 
matter of one day,** said Nidal 
Qaqish, project manager with 
the Urban development De- 
partment (UDD). “You need 
studies and you need plan- 
ning.” 

While the Jordanian govern- 
ment expected some returnees 
in the aftermath of the war, it 
was “nowhere (of) the magni- 
tude of what’s happening,” 
said Mr. Qaqish, who is in 
charge of low cost housing 


projects for the UDD. As a . 
result, authorities did not real- 
tee the scope or the foO im- 
plications of the mass exodus 
of expatriates from the Gulf 
states until early August, he 
said. 

Taking into account recent 
studies indicating the retur- 
nees’ weak financial position, 
low cost housing seems to be 
the best approach to addres- 
sing the country’s housing cri- 
sis, Mr. Qaqish said. 

The. UDD, in cooperation - 
with the Housing Corporation, 
is preparing a study explaining 
the situation in the housing 
sector and proposing solutions, 
he said. The study, after being 
reviewed by the government, 
will be presented as a request 
for aid to the United States, 
European countries, the World 
Bank, and other possible 
sources of financing. " 

Preliminary gove r n m ent esti- 
mates indicate that Jordan will 
need approximately 32,000 
housing units to accommodate 
the influx of returnees, said 
Dr. Victor B31eh, president of ' 
the National-Centre for Educa- 
tional Research and Develop- 
ment. The centre, at the re- 
quest of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, has 
undertaken various studies to 
establish a demographic pic- 
ture of the returnees. 

Stucfies of returnees who left 


the Gulf during or soon after 
the war show that 47 per cent 
already own bowses in die 
Kingdom, Dr. Billeb said. But 
surveys being conducted by the 
• Department of Statistics on the 
most recent wave of returnees 
indicate that many do not have 
housing in Jordan. According 
to these studies, two out erf 
three families will require 
bousing. 

Dr. Billeh rejects .the 
charge that the government 
has been slow to respond to the 
housing crisis. 

“The fact that this (the re- 
turnees condition) is being me- 
asured and understood means 
that the government is doing 
something,” be sakL 

“This requires funding,” 
said Dr. Bflleh, reiterating the 
.government’s weak financial 
position. “You can’t just start 
a bousing project anywhere. 
You need planning and fand- 
mg. 

- Officials interviewed readily 
concede that the g ove rn ment 
alone will not be able to 
address the problem. An active 
and concerted effort by private 
builders, in cooperation with 
government planners, is 
needed to address the crisis, 
they say. 

“We want to release some 
projects to the private sector.” 
Mr. Qaqish said. “We want 
them to help.” 


Industrial sector strives to 
overcome problems in developing 
and marketing products 


*mindit 

ihina 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan’s 
national indssstry is facing two 
types of difficulties which are 
obstructing its progress and 
marketing of products abroad, 
according to Mohammad Asfour, 
president of the federation of 
Jordanian Chambers of Com- 
merce. - v’ 

: The first difficulty He witbsthe 
•industrial eector-itself and 'stems 
mainly from the fact that many 
industrialists have invested a 
great deal in machines only later 
learn that they cannot operate 
more than 60 per cent of them, 
Mr. Asfour, mid. He said that 
industrialists have also- been un- 
able to ensure c o nst a nt mainte- 
nance of the machines, thns risk- 
ing damage to them with subse- 
quent reduced production. 

The second type of difficulty 
lies with shortages in the amounts 
of raw materials, the complicated 
routine at the customs depart- 
ment upon the importation of 
such materials, the difficulty in 
marketing products and the in- 
ability to compete in foreign mar- 
kets dim to lack of research prog- 
rammes that can help improve 
the quality of the manufactured 



M oh amma d Asfour 

goods, Mr. Asfour said. 

- Jordanian industrialists, be said 
can overcome the first difficulty 
by giving increased attention to 
traixmig workers in technical ma t - 
teis so that sufficient cadres can 
by found to conduct the required 
maintenance. Mr. Asfour said 
that the second type of difficulty 
can be overcome if industrialists 
give more attention to the quality 


of manufactured goods, which 
should conform to the acceptable 
standards in foreign markets. 

At tiie same time, the federa- 
tion announced that it has pre- 
pared a working paper designed 
to help stimulate . trade. The 
paper to be suhnrftted to tb& 
monsters of industry ‘and trade 
and health wiD deal ^with prob- 
'■felhs Jordanian merchants Ax- 
counter, especially m the supply 
field. 

According to federation 
sources, the paper gives sugges- 
tions about testing samples of 
food supplies imported from 
other countries- and facilities to be 
adopted in the process of clearing 
imported goods at customs posts. 

The federation also announced 
that it. will participate in a five- 
day meeting by the Federa- 
tion of Arab Chambers of Trade, 
Industry and Agriculture, which 
will open in Beirut on Oct. 1. Mr. 
Asfour will lead the federation’s 
delegation to the Beirut 
meenntg, the announcement 
said. 

It added that tire delegation 
was due to leave Amman for 
Beirut on Sept. 30. 


World Food Programme to help 
Jordan develop pasture lands 


fT 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The World 
Food Programme (WFP) plans to 
help Jordan cany out a second 
five-year programme to develop 
its highland agricultural regions 
and expand the forest and pasture 
lands in order to promote meat 
production. 

Sources dose to a WFP team 
currently visiting Jordan smd -tfaat 
a proposal to be submitted to the 
Jordanian gove rnm ent Wednes- 
day suggests that the WFP will * 
spend $6.4 million m tire coming 
five years to help Jordan achieve 
that goal. 

The second part of the prog* 
ramme, which will begin by the 
; middle of 1992, entails the de- 
velopment erf 150,000 dunums of 
rangeland, improving agricoltare 
in another 120,000 dunums and 
the production of 35 million 
forest tree saplings. 


According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the WFP team 
met with Minister of Agriculture 
Sabin A1 Qasem and diy- u s s ed 
the programme. Dr. Qasem stres- 
sed that the Jordanian govern- 
ment was keen on developing 
. pasture land and drilling artesian 
wells as well as coDecting rain 
water to help create pastures for 

animal .graying 

Ibe Ministry of Agriculture, in 
cooperation with the Jordan 
Gxiperative Organisation (JCO), 
has carried out its share in the 
previous five year programme in 
implementation with the first 
agreem en t with the -WFP, Dr. 


He added that the team has 
recommended, ccm turned WFP 
assistance to Jordan to help it 
develop its pasture lands and to 
forest areas which .now 


only make op 0.8 per cent of the 
- total area of Jordan. The team, 
the minister said, has recom- 
mended that more artesian wells 
be drilled and proper measures 
be taken to collect rain water in 
the pasture areas. 

Ministry of Agriculture sources 
said that tire first part of the 
programme entailed planting 
forest trees on 100,000 dunums of 
dry land and another 130,000 
dunums with shrubs. -The WFP 
provided $4.5 million worth of 
food supplies to farmers including 
wheat, flour, canned cheese .or 
meat, pubes, sugar and tea. 

The WFP is expected to wind 
up its meetings with Jordanian 
officials on Wednesday when an 
agreement on the implementa- 
tion of the second phase of the 
programme wfll be signed. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHmrrxoNS 


ir An cxMMtioa of ahe Ger- 

nutey at Abcbd Hawed Shuman Foundation 

._ Canny. ' 

STExMHtfmi of p a intings by Onus- Band at tire 
FtaKh.Cattnnti Centre. 

* Ptatic art rxhgrftitm by Nidal Aprons at (he 
Kopd Gdhnl CttiK. 

it: E» MAl Mrf mu ri a lyIri^ufetSri«BAl 


Nouri at AUa Art Gaflay. 

~V R xh P h ffl on of pafatfogg and ceramics by Iratfl 
artists Nadbn Mohses, Hafim Mahrfi and 
Vaidtr A1 Maareuf at Hold Jordan Intercon- 
tinental. 


Plane redial by Erika Fritter at tire Royal 
Qrifaml Centre — 8 pum. 


New housing 
project planned 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two local 
construction firms Monday won 
contracts from the Housing Cor- 
poration to build a housing estate 
in an area south qf Amman along 
with schools and public buildings. 

Die managers of the two com- 
panies signed the agreements 
with Yousef Hiyasat. the cor- 
poration’s director general, who 
said dial the boosing estate will 
be set up on 200 dunums of land. 

Under the two agreements, 
one of the firms will carry out 
infrastructure work, building 
roads, sewage and electricity net- 
works, retaining walls and green 
areas as well as the housing units 
at the cost of JD 2.2 million. 

The housing estate, to be 
known as AJ Mostanada Estate, 
wtU benefit 400 people and will be 
carried out in three stages, with 
the first stage to be completed by 
tire middle of next year and the 
other by the beginning of 1993, 
Mr. Hiyasat said. 

He added that the project en- 
tails public building and schools 
as well as health centres, a voca- 
tional training centre for women 
and a community centre at a total 
cost of JD 900,000. 

Mr. Hiyasat said that tire Hous- 
ing Corporation will start accept- 
ing applications for acquiring 
housing units in the new project 
before the end of the year. 

The Mnstanada Housing 
Estate in southern Amman will 
be the second largest estate in the 
country after the Abu Nuseir 
Housing Estate, built in the 
1980s. The Aba Nuseir Estate 
now houses some 20,000 people. 


Officials urge implementation of new 
conservation methods to save water 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A day-long 
«minar Monday on water re- 
sources in tiie Kingdom heard 
calls from speakers about the dire 
i yyH for additional water re- 
sources to be found to meet the 
growing need of the ever increas- 
ing population. 

The seminar, held at the Royal 
Cultural Centre under the chair- 
manship o Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, was opened by Minister of 
Social Development Awni A1 
Bashir, who said that the popula- 
tion explosion, tire destruction of 
forests and the damage to the 
ozone are responsible for the 
continued depletion of the water 
resources. 

The ministry called on con- 
cerned authorities to speed up the 
search for alternative water re- 
sources and for rationalisation of 
water use in tire domestic and 
agricultural sectors. 

Ministry of Water and Irriga- 
tion Secretary General Mutazz A1 
Bflbeisi told the seminar orga- 
nised by tire business and Profes- 
sional Women’s Club that water 
consumption has been on the 
increase in Jordan He cited the 
thousands of expatriates return- 
ing to settle here at a time when 
the Kingdom is struggling to find 
additional water resources as the 
reason. 

Local, regional and interna- 
tional studies have revealed that 
by the 199S the world will witness 
tire beginning of acute shortages 
of water supplies for industry and 
agriculture, Mr. Belbeis said. 

He added that in the absence of 
new water resources that can be 
found by completion of construc- 
tion of the Wahdeh Dam on the 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor listens to speakers 
Monday at a seminar at tire Royal Cultural 


Centre. Participants called for new measures to 
deal with the water problem (Pdra 


Yarmouk River and the utilisa- 
tion of the Disi Water Basin 
Jordan will soon be faced with 
severe water shortages given the 
level of water consumption and 
the population growth. 

He said that the government 
was working on a new strategy 
that would indude measures to 
reduce pollution of water re- 
sources, recycling of treated 
waste water for irrigation and 
spreading awareness among 
member of the public about the 
need to rationalise -water use. 


According to Dr. Mohammad 
Rani Hani, Ministry of Mnnidpal 
and Rural Affairs and the En- 
vironment secretary general, wa- 
ter consumption in Jordan last 
year stood at 180 million cubic 
metres of which only 37 million 
were used for industry. Dr. Bani 
Hani told the meeting that con- 
cerned authorities should ex- 
amine the prospect of estab- 
lishing a desalination plant at 
Aqaba to provide water for the 
southern regions. 

Dr. EKas Salameh, from the 


University of Jordan, submitted a 
working paper tackHng the ques- 
tion of the Kingdom’s share of 
international water resources. 
Unless a quick and satisfactory 
solution is reached for the water 
problems of the Middle East, the 
coming generation will witness 
conflicts over water sharing and 
water rights. 

Dr. Salameh called on Arab 
states to embark on meaningful 
measures to ensure suffident wa- 
ter resources for the coming cen- 
tury. 


Government invites private 
companies to take part in 
telecommunications projects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment Monday formally invited 
the private sector to join the 
Telecommunications Corpora- 
tion (TOC) in implementing its 
projects in Jordan. 

- The announcement was made 
at a meeting held at tire A mman 
Chamber of Industry presided 
over by Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Transport and 
Communications AH Spheimat 
and TOC Director Mohammad 
Shahid IsmaiL 

The announcement said that it 
is tire intention of the government 
to allow the private sector to 
invest in the telecommunications 
sector through revenue-sharing 
schemes and special agreements 
in which tire private sector can 
undertake the responsibilities of 
financing, constructing, manag- 
ing, operating and maintaining * 
number of existing as well as new ■ 
telecommunication projects in 
Jordan. 


Ministry to 
offer 

‘incentive 
plan’ to 
doctors 


AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 
600 doctors working for gov- 
ernment hospitals and health 
centres in Jordan will benefit 
from the Health Ministry's de- 
cision Sunday granting them a 
60 per cent allowance on their 
salaries, according to Minister 
of Health Mamdouh A1 Abba- 
cfi. 

The minister said that doc- 
tors appointed to their posts 
since Jan. 1, 1987 are entitled 
to the allowance, which was 
approved in order to help im- 
prove doctors’ general condi- 
tions. 

The Ministry of Health is 
now seeking to cover all the 
doctors in hospital and health 
centres in Jordan under a new 
“incentives system” to offer 
them more benefits, the mink -' 
ter said. A special committee 
has been formed to propose a. 
system by which all doctors 
employed by the government 
will be treated on equal foot- 
ing, the minister said. 

He added- that these mea- 
sures will pave the way for new 
legislation that would offer 
doctors incentives to meet 
their needs and so the ministry 
can have enough specialists. 
He said that specialists have 
been shunning work with the 
ministry due to the low salaries 
it offers, but the ministry is 
now struggling to provide doc- 
tors and specialists with incen- 
tives to offer better services. 

The 60 per cent allowance 
drew .appreciation from the 
president of the Jordanian 
Medical Association, 


Addressing the meeting. Mr. 
Suheimat said that the move was 
in conformity with the govern- 
ment’s policy to involve the pri- 
vate sector in all economic activi- 
ties. 

Revenue-sharing schemes will 
open the door for local and fore- 
ign private sector investments in 
the country, with the investors 
reaping profits fromtheir enter- 
prises, the -ntif&dpr -said.: 

1 ‘ The ^overainenf wilf take all 
appropriate measures to create 
the opportune climate to encour- 
age investors not only in com- 
munications but also in other 
economic fields, he said. 

The minister welcomed the au- 
dience, which included business- 
men and representatives of pri- 
vate sector institutions, and said 
that throngh revenue-sharing 
schemes the private sector would 
be undertaking a national duty to 
help the national economy over- 
come its current economic diffi- 
culties. 

The TCC was founded in 1971 
to take charge of telephone net- 
works which, by 1990, extended 
to 401 towns and villages in the 
Kingdom. TCC officials said that 
there are now 263,000 subscribers 
who can make direct overseas 
calls to 115 countries. 


JVA announces new water 
conservation measures 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Valley Authority (JVA) Monday 
announced new measures for wa- 
ter distribution in the valley to 
deal with the serious water shor- 
tage in the King Tala! Dam, 
which is now estimated at 12 
miffinm cubic metres out of a total 
reservoir capacity of 86 million. 

JVA Secretary General Abdul 
Aziz Wish ah said that only 1,500 
agricultural units, or nearly 
&02&0Q8. dunums out of an esti- • 
o mate d- 60,000 dunums, will be 
^supplied with irrigation water 
from the dam in the October and 
November agricultural season. 

In order to compensate fanners 
and land owners that would not 
be supplied with water, the JVA 
will rent the land from them for a 
sum of JD 20 per dunum, Dr. 
Wishah said. 

The JVA was forced to resort 
to this str in gent method in view 
of the serious water shortage but 
it is, at tire same time, concerned 
about continuing to supply suffi- 
cient water for selected areas so 
that production will not be 
affected in the coming two 
months. Dr. Wishah said. 

Dr. Wishah added that under 
this programme, only 210 cubic 
metres of water each week can be 
supplied to an agricultural unit, 
which ranges between 30 to 40 
donums, so that the JVA can 


ensure sufficient water supplies to 
aH the lands included under the 
programme. 

However, Dr. W ishah noted 
that the new measure is subject to 
adjustment depending on the 
amounts of water the country 
receives in the coming winter 
season. 

He also said that, under the 
new measure, the JVA will pay a 
total of JD 7,000 in compensation 
to farmers whose lands vrillnot be 
utilised- in the coming two 
: — 


months. 

Minister of Water and Irriga- 
tion Samir Kawar told a meeting 
in the Jordan Valley town of Deir 
Alla last week that the water in 
the King Talal Dam was partly 
salty but salinity has not yet 
readied the red fine. He said that 
the JVA was now mixing this 
water with that from Yarmouk 
River before supplying it to Jor- 
dan Valley farmlands. He added 
that 'this measure would continue 
until the end of October. 


Minister visits 
archaeological sites 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tourism and 
Antiquities Minister Abdul 
Karim AJ Kabariti Monday vi- 
sited two archaeological sites in 
Jabal A1 Qal'a and Jabal Luweib- 
deh in Amman. 

The minister, who was accom- 
panied by Director General of 
the Antiquities Department Saf- 
wan A1 Tal, first inspected 
archaeological sites in Jabal AJ 
Qal’a (mountain of the fortress) 
where the department is carrying 
out excavation and renovation 
works. Jabal A1 Qal'a and the 


area surrounding it contain anti- 
quities dating back to the oldest 
civilisations that settled in Jor- 
dan. 

The Antiquities Department is 
working in cooperation wfrh 
several scientific teams to pre- 
serve the castle and turn it into an 
archaeological and touristic cen- 
tre in order to give tourists abd 
citizens alike tire chance to get 
familiarised with the civilisations 
that settled in Jordan since the 
year 6,000 B.C., when the 
Ammounites ruled the area. 
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Technology Provides the Competitive Edge 




Performance. 

• Shared memory 
multiprocessor 

Availability/ Recovery. 

• Internal disk storage 

• High capacity 8mm 
cartridge tape 


Flexibility 

• Fiber optic technology 

• Optical library dataserver 
Simplicity 

• Book packaging 

• High density (64 megabyte) 
memory cards 
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Beware, crime on the rise 


IORDAN, its cities and towns including the capital Amman, 
has always prided itself in being 'safe and practically crfane 
free. In days past, people would leave the doors of their 
homes nnlocfccd mold then- cars and other possessions 
unattended to without w o r rying too much about thefts and 
h nr gl a ries. The national psychology then was that of relative 
. 'peace and harmony in every aspect of life in the entire 
country. Arab rad non-Arab residents enjoyed living in 
.Amman hot most of all because of its cleanliness, fresh air 
and above all its safety record. 

• AH this has unfortunately changed in the last few years. 

. Gone are the days when Jordanians and ether residents of 
■ the country would take for granted own personal safety or 
the security or sanctity of their homes and other properties. 

There are obviously a multitude of reasons tor this change 
hr the worse and they can afl be dubbed as socio-economic 
.in natur e. Yet the overriding culprit is toe lack of adequate 
response from toe government to the natural and sadden 

• transformations that have occurred over the years especially 

in toe last few years in toe Jordanian society. As toe 
■dynamics of modernisation in the country has taken its 
logical toll on the traditions and mores of the people, so has 
toe abrupt influx of foreign workers, expatriates and 
returnees. Amman for example appears about bursting at 
tbe seams due to its rapid expansion in size and population. 
Such dramatic metamorphosis would normally require an 
appropriate response from those a u thorities directly con- 
cerned with toe safety of toe citizens and residents afike. 
What can be observed, however, is that the police force of 
Amman for example has yet to increase its number and 
toprove in quality in a manner proportionate to the increase 
hi population and the crime rate that followed. Equally 
relevant is toe complete lack of interest and effort to 
'transform our as rit fams who take tiring* for 

granted into a crime-fighting people with civic duties and 
obfigations. There is every sense and advantage to angment- 
Ns internal security by fighting crime and criminals 
t hr ough raising the level of awareness of citizens, especially 
when we are not doing enough to prepare ou rselve s to (ace 
toe consequences of a changing society. 

Fnhaps toe primacy reasmi to* toe racreastog crime rate 
b the lack of sufficient fonds and the inability of the centra! 
government to allocate enough resources to such concern. It 
would be most unfortunate, however, if we c ontin u e to 
abandon such pressteg problems tffl the crime rate in the 
country reaches new heights. By then the problem may 
become that much harder to rectify and much more 
e x pensive to deal with. Better act now when toe issue Ss stffl 
control! able and the crisis manageable. Besides, faternal 
security is a high priority issue that cannot be sacrificed no 
matter how high toe cost is. Jordanians and tbefer guests are 
entitled to more security especially from thieves who are 
roaming toe streets of almost aH urban areas of tbe country 
hi record numbers. Jordanians naturally long for toe good 
old days when they had no cause to fear what they do now. 
The government can still address this new and increasing 
danger and the sooner it pots its act together toe better I 
would be for toe country and Its weB being. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IT is natural for tbe people of Jordan to support tbe Palestinian 
people’s right to seek the implementation of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 338 which can ensure their rights to 
their homeland, said the A1 Ral Arabic daily Monday. Tbe paper 
said that such demand by Palestinians and Jordanians here has 
aroused anger in Israel prompting its media to launch attacks on 
Jordan, accusing it of obstructing tbe peace process. Tbe paper 
said that it is Israel's society which is divided over tbe peace 
conference and it is the Israeli government which is placing 
abstades in the path of peace. The Jordanians and Palestinians 
are keen on achieving a permanent and just peace; they do not 
want to capitulate, but are keen on regaining the usurped Arab 
rights, said the paper. Israel said the paper has been launching 
propaganda campaigns against Jordan and accusing the Kingdom 
of obstructing peace while its settlement building goes unabated 
in the occupied Arab ter ri torie s, and it defies all peace bids by 
refusing to implement U.N. Security Council resolutions. Tbe 
paper said that the Jordanians are united in their quest for peace 
and are determined to seek a genuine peace based on justice, bnt 
can by no means accept capitulation. 


THE whole world is nowadays busying itself with the famine 
staring tiie Soviet people in the face and trying to help the Soviet 
people overcome the economic difficulties before the coming 
winter season, said a columnist in A1 Dnstour daily Monday. 
Macs Al Razzaz said that the European Community is trying to 
supply food to the Soviets and the United States is trying to find 
means to alleviate the sufferings of the Soviet people, like 
financing projects in the Soviet Union. The writer said that it is 
natural for people around the world to cook to tbe aid of others in 
distress and in need or facing natural disasters, but such sympathy 
seems to be directed towards the Soviets alone these days. Tbe 
writer said that sympathy is expressed towards the Soviets, who 
are not exposed to aggression, but not a finger is lifted to help the 
Iraqis who face starvation following a devastating war. The 
double standard dealing on the part of the world community ««n 
by no meats represent human justice in any form, he said. Should 
Baghdad give up its affiliation to its Arab roots and succumb to 
Washington's will so that it can become entitled to receiving aid? 
asked the writer. Should the Iraqi people follow in the footsteps 
of the Soviet people in order to avoid starvation and the economic 
embargo? be added. He said it seems that the United States wants 
Iraq to be transformed into an American colony, like Kuwait, in 
order to secure Washington’s satisfaction and meet its require- 
ments for survival. 


Israel shaken to discover 
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U.S. aid is not automatic 


By Jack Redden 

Reuter 


JERUSALEM — Israel was so 
certain of U.S. aid earlier this 
month that officials termed it a 
duty and added two billion dol- 
lars from U.S. loan guarantees 
into next year's budget. 

Now. Washington's demand 
for political concessions in return 
for loan guarantees has shocked 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir's 
government into realising that 
American largesse — SO billion in 
help over the years — cannot be 
taken for granted. 

“I very much hope the argu- 
ment over guarantees will not 
spill over to other aid that the 
U.S. grants us in the field of 
defence purchases and economic 
aid.” Defence Minister Moshe 
Arens said at the weekend. 

No one in President George 
Bush's administration is yet ques- 
tioning the $1.8 billion in mili tnT y 


grants and $1.2 billion in annual 
economic grants, but the dispute 
over loan guarantees has focused 
attention on the fact that Israel 
receives more U.S. aid than any 
other country. 

The battle at present is over 
Israel's request for $10 billion in 
loan guarantees, two billion a 
year starting in 1992. 

Officially the cost to the United 
States would be small — a small 
percentage of the obligation must 
be included in the U.S. budget in 
case Israel defaults. U.S. backing 
for the loans means Israel can 
borrow at lower interest rates. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Israel correctly says it has nev- 
er failed to pay its debts. Howev- 
er. it glosses over ther U.S. res- 
cue package of the 1980s which 
ensured Israel kept that record 
intact. 

The United States has given 


Israel financial assistance 
throughout its 43-year history, 
but the large amounts came after 
it nearly lost the 1973 Middle 
East war and following the peace 
treaty' with Egypt m 1979. 

By 1985 Israel's economy was 
in disarray and it faced crushing 
debts on U.S. military supplies. 
Washington converted future 
.military aid to grants and added 
in economic aid to pay the in- 
terest on its previous U.S. debts. 

Through effective lobbying by 
Israel's supporters in Congress, 
that basic three billion dollars per 
year has been continually au- 
gmented by extra payments and 
easier terms. 

Aid to Israel, for example, is 
the only foreign assistance given 
in total at the beginning of the 
fiscal year. That allows Israel to 
earn some $10(1 million in in- 
terest. while the U.S. govern- 
ment must borrow to finance the 
aid. 


By 1989. AIPAC, the main 
pro-Israeli pressure group in 
Washington, boasted of securing 
$3.66 billion in aid. Mr. Bush, 
attacking the lobbying' for loan 
guarantees this month, said Israel 
this year had received more than 
four billion dollars . — SI ,000 for 
every Israeli man, woman and 
child. 

Massive U.S. aid came to be 
regarded as automatic, a view 
reinforced by pledges of support 
from pro-Israeli U.S. legislators 
streaming to the Jewish state, 
frequently at the invitation of 
AIPAC. 

■‘There is a perception prob- 
lem.” said a Western diplomat. 
"It's not the sceptics they are 
meeting here every week. It's the 
gung-ho supporters and if you 
talk to them that's the impression 
you get.' 1. 

Confrontation was looming. 
Mr.Shamir was driving to settle 
Jews on occupied land so it could 


never be returned,' while, Mr. 
Bush saw an opportunity to end 
decades of Arab-Israeli war by 
Israel exchanging Arab land cap- 
tured in 1967 for guarantees of 
peace. 

When Mr. Bush hinted he was 
willing to use U.S. economic 
leverage to get his way. Mr. 
Shamir's response was to ignore 
the U.S. leader and count on 
Israeli support m congress. 

. Israel took Mr. Bush seriously 
only after he vowed to veto con- 
gresional loan guarantees for the 
Jewish state unless, consideration 
was delayed 120 days. The ani- 
mosity is unequalled since Presi- 
dent Dwight Eisenhower forced 
Israel to return the Sinai it had 
seized from Egypt in a 1 956. inva- 
sion. 

Perhaps Israel did not see the 
danger signs because it had grown 
complacent after the half-hearted 
pressure applied by past U-S. 
administrations, which rarely did 


more than slow military supplies 
to protest against Israeli: policies. . 

Under President Ronald 
Reagan,. Israel even gained a new 
status, .a" partner in. a strategic 
alliance to counter Soviet influ- 
ence in the Middle East.- Tunes 
have changed. 

The Soviet threat has dis- 
appeared and, rather than help- 
ing U.S. policy. ties ; to Israel were 
a liability a year ago when 
Washington tried to orchestrate 
Arab opposition to the Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

"This is not the beginning of a 
crisis.” said Hebrew University 
Professor Gabi Sheffer." “It's a 
slow deterioration in this special 
relationship." 

The United States, home lo 
more Jews than Israel, is not 
about to abandon the Jewish 
state, but the previous level of 
support may no longer be there. 
For a country addicted to U.S. 
aid. that is a frightening prospect. 


U.S. being drawn into helping Soviet Union 


By Rich Miller 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The United 
States is slowly being boxed into 
doing more to help the shattered 
Soviet economy as Moscow meets 
the conditions Washington has 
laid down for aid one by one. 

Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev last week promised to 
withdraw his country's troops 


from Cuba while Russian leader 
Boris Yeltsin pledged to resolve a 
dispute with Japan over four is- 
lands seized from Tokyo at the 
end of World War II. 

The islands dsipute and aid to 
Cuba werre two of the issues 
cited by President George Bush 
at tire July Moscow summit as 
obstacles to improved relations. 

Mr. Bush has been effusive in 


his praise of Moscow since the 
foiled coup by Soviet hardliners 
last month but has so for not 
come up with much in the way of 
concrete help for the country. 

“Now is the time to back up 
our rhetoric with action," said 
Robert Hunter of the Centre for 
Strategic and International Stu- 
dies think-tank in Washington. 

Treasury Secretary Nicholas 


Brady and Federal Reserve 
Chairman Alan Greenspan are 
flying to Moscow on Tuesday to 
meet Mr. Gorbachev, Mr. Yelt- 
sin and other senior officials for 
talks on economic reforms. 

Administration officials sought 
to play down expectations that 
the four-day visit would lead to 
any major new aid initiatives for 
the Soviet Union. 



Yugoslavia crisis spotlights 
European, NATO security dilemma 


By Nicholas Doughty 

Renter 


BRUSSELS — Why is Europe 
unable to bring m halt to the 
killing in Yugoslavia? 

The crisis, seen by many as a 
test of how the continent can 
manage its own security, has fo- 
cused attention on major dflem- 
mas worrying NATO, the Euro- 
pean Community and a new 
forum, the Conference on Secur- 
i ty^ and Cooperation in Europe 

Diplomats say that attempts to 
broker a ceasefire so for have 
foiled becasue the waning fac- 
tions in Yugoslavia lack either the 
will or the ability to stop fighting. 
Now, European nations have 
turned to the United Nations. 

"The idea of managing Euro- 
pean security, what everyone was 
talking about when the cold war 
ended, is being put to a very 
severe test,” said one NATO 
diplomat. “All of the various 
organisations have to ask some 
tough questions now.” 

For NATO, the question is 
whether the world’s only func- 
tioning military alliance can 
afford to stand on the sidelines as 
Yugoslavia falls apart and politi- 
cians warn that similar conflicts 
could flare m the Balkans or 
Eastern Europe. 

For the European Community, 
analysts say, this week's refusal to 


send peace-keeping forces to 
Yugoslavia has again raised ques- 
tions about wbether the 12-nation 
bloc really can take on a defence 
and security role for the first 
time. 

The 38-nation Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE), which has 
gained credibility only since the 
coHapse. of cn mmnnism in East- 
ern Europe, has been powerless 
to act, limited by the need, for 
consensus. 

German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher, aware 
of tins weakness, has suggested 
setting up a pan-European peace- 
keeping force, guided by a CSCE 
security council modelled on the 
United Nations. 

At tbe root of these problems 
are deep divisions among West- 
ern European countries and with 
the United States about how to 
keep the peace — and, if neces- 
sary, make it — in what is an 
increasingly unstable post-cold 
war world. 

NATO nations cannot agree 
whether the 16-nation alliance 
should be able to go beyond the 
defence of its own territory, a 
rude which kept it out of any 
direct role in the Gulf war. 

Martin McCusker, a defence 
expert at tbe Brussels-based 
North Atlantic Assembly, said 
Western public opinion would no 
longer accept NATO's insistence 


that it must remain to face new, 
undefined risks now that the old 
Soviet threat is gone. 

“If there is open civil war in 
Yugoslavia and we have the 
forces, but are not ready to send 
them in, then this raises questions 
about whether NATO is living in 
dond-cuckoo land,” he told Reu- 
ters. 

Western taxpayers could be 
unwilling to continue financing a 
military alliance that -talks about 
"crisis management" and new 
threats to stability in Europe, but 
cannot bade up words with action 
until its own territory is directly 
affected, be said. 

NATO has pledged to adapt to 
a new rote after decades of de- 
fending against the Soviet threat 
and the tricky question of wider 
responsibilities will oome up at a 
Rome summit of alliance leaders 
in November. 

The United States, as NATO’s 
senior member, has also been 
reluctant to get involved in 
Yugoslavia, saying it is a question 
for European nations to strive. It 
is also tiring of its rote as the 
world's policeman, diplomats 
say. 

NATO officials vigorously 
deny suggestions, as they <fid 
during tbe Gulf war, that the 
alliance is not playing the part it 
should on the international stage. 

“We have had continuous poli- 
tical consultations and if Euro- 


But they voiced hopes that it 
would lead to a meeting next 
month between Soviet officials 
ami economic policymakers from 
major ■ industrial nations where 
help for the country’s crippled 
economy is likely to be high on 
the agenda. 

Much of the pressure on Mr; 
Bush to do more for the Soviet 
Union has oome from America's 
allies in Europe, particularly Ger- 
many and Italy. . 

German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl repeated his previous 
appeals for Western economic aid 
for the Soviet Union ahead of a 
meeting with Mr. Bush in the 
White House on Monday. 

“Tbe latest developments lead 
to the conclusion tbe West must 
help the democratic and econo- 
mic future of the Soviet Union in 
a united, speedy and comprehen- 
sive way," he said. 

The United States has long 
maintained that aid for tbe Soviet 
Union would only end up being 
wasted until the country re- 
formed its economy and did away 
with. the. inefficient methods of 
state control. 

But recently, Washington has 
softened that position, saying that 
the Soviet Union must only com-' 
mit itself to reforms, not actually 
carry them out, to be eligible for 
aid. 

“If they are prepared to ... 
commit (themselves) to taking 
the actions that are required ... 
we will join others in'asststing the 


(economic) transformation," 
Secretary of State James Baker 
said last week. “They don’t have 
to take tbe steps first but commit 
to taking the steps.". 

Pro-democracy forces in the 
Soviet Union have warned the 
United States and its industrial 
allies that hardliners could stage a 
comeback if economic reforms 
foil to improve the lot of the 
Soviet man on die street and put 
bread on tbe table. 

Eduard Shevardnadze, a leader 
of tbe new democratic reform 
movement and a former Soviet 
foreign minister, said that winter 
hardship as a result of shortages 
of food and fuel could be ex- 
ploited by opponents of demo- 
cracy. 

The Soviet central government 
has asked for between $6.1 billion 
and $7.3 billion of food aid to 
help prevent hunger this winter. 

“People could take to the 
streets spontaneously. No one 
could predict the outcome," Mr. 
Shevardnadze said. — 

Such warnings have struck a 


diggdjunong sonp&LLS; officials 
ravelin® « 


travelling with Mr. Baker in the 
Soviet Union. 

They said that Washington is 
considering a project to show 
quickly that fife can improve 
tinder a free market system, such 
as facilitating food distribution in 
a major city. 

“We have an enormous stake 
in these guys succeeding," one 
senior official said. 


pean nations agreed to send 
troops, they would have to draw 
on our expertise in many areas, 
not to mention forces currently 
assigned to NATO tasks," said 
one official. 

While the United States and 
Britain want to see NATO play a 
wider rote, France — which re- 
sents U.S. . leadership of tbe 
alliance — is strictly opposed. It 
wants to create a more indepen- 
dent European voice on defence 
and some other nations agree. 

As for the European Commun- 
ity, it has tried, without success so 
for, to broker a ceasefire agree- 
ment 

At a community meeting in the 
Hague Thursday, a plan to send 
peace-keeping fences under the 
Western European union's com- 
mand was shelved because sever- 
al countries had reservations ab- 
out tiie risks involved. 

Analysts said the fact that the. 
European Community discussed 
military matters for the first time 
in its 24-year history represented 
progress towards a common fore- 
ign and perhaps defence policy, 
as part of plans for greater in- 
tegration. 

But McCusker said be thought 
the meeting bad shown bow hard 
it would be to set this np. U I don’t 
think it will have done tiie advo- 
cates of rapid moves towards an 
EC defence identity any good," 
be said. 


LETTERS 


Different feelings 


Dear Sir, 


The article published on Sept. 11 in the Jordan Times: “Rafofa — 
the intifada rages on" brought to my mind a question I would like 
to ask through your paper. Why was die U.S. so outraged at 
China’s alleged savage treatment of the protesters in Tiananmen 
Square white it seems not to notice Israel's licentious activities in 
the occupied Arab territories. The Tiananmen events lasted for a 
week and less than 20 people were said to be killed or injured. 
While I do not condone sod) acts, I am surprised that the 1,300 
Palestinians killed and over 100,500 injured in the four years of 
intifada did not stir tbe same outrage. The heinous law enforce- 
ment methods of the Israelis against the Palestinians include 
shooting with glass-filled rubber bullets, throwing tear gas 
canisters in small, dosed rooms housing children and women — 
some pregnant — and dropping baseball-size lead balls from 
helicopters with the purpose of maiming the demonstrating 
Palestinian teenagers. These cruel acts cannot be called democra- 
tic and seem not to be noticed by the U.S.. Some Americans feel 
Israel is the country worth being granted a S10 billion loan in 
guarantee. Tbe aid will only be used to ensure that the atrocious 
behaviour of the Israeli government is perpetuated and increased. 


Sincerely, 


Ann Dabbas, 

Amman 


Beggars cannot be choosers 


Dear Sir, 


Would it Wit be a good idea for tbe Bush administration 
tbe Israelis of the proverb which 
choosers?” 


to remind 
cannot be 


Yours sincerely, 

.George .Khomy, 
P.O. Box 17008, 
Amman. 


J sotyeef they wtsb to tadfcfe. Letters intended for 
however, should contain tbe writer’s full name and 
prefarab/y address as weB. Names can be withheld onh mjon 
funder sptx^ dnumstamxs. Letters ate suwJtfto 
is iwf for the retnm 
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‘Nothing is sacred but the truth’ 


ion 


By Serene Halasa 

Special* to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “it wasr the sum- 
mer of 1 968. 1 was .coming back 
from nn excavation trip near 
the Wailing Wail. -It was very 
early in the morning: the 
streets were empty, except for 
myself, two Israeli soldiers arid 
two little Palestinian girls walk- 
ing to school. One of the girls 
was singing about Palestine. 
When the girls got to the road 
block one of the Israeli soldiers 
told the .little girl to stop sing- 
ing. The girl obeyed, bat after , 
she crossed the road block, 
thinking that she was out of the 
soldier's earshot, resumed her 
singing. Like an angry animal 
the soldier leapt at the de- 
fenceless little girl and hit her 
on the back of her head with 
the butt of his riffle. The little 
girl fell forward in. a pool of 
blood. I ran to help the little 
child, but the soldier forced me 
to stand up by putting the gun 
barrel under my- chin. "You 
bastard go on your way. say 
nothing and do nothing.' he 
said to me with a New York 
accent. "You are the bastard, 
you don't belong here.' I 
answered walking away slowly, 
without ever knowing what be- 
came of the little girls.” Wil- 
liam Baker, a noted scholar on 
Near East - Archaeology and 
Biblical History recounted 
looking back at the story that 
changed the course of his life 
and political belief. > 

As a young -man studying 
archaeology in Jerusalem's 


Near East Institute. William 
Baker grew up with Palesti- 
nians and saw the injustices 
they suffered at the bands of 
Israeli occupying forces sup- 
ported by his own country. 

'i would return to the U.S. 
hoping to read some of the 
injustices I saw. but unfortu- 
nately I would hear nothing.” 
Mr. Baker said. 

His frustration grew as he 
became exposed to the ugly 
side of Zionism and the awk- 
.ward silence ‘of the entire 
world community over the fate 
of three million Palestinians 
living* in the diaspora. "It is 
really ridiculous to see some- 
body like Goida Mejr. who was 
bom in 'Russia and brought up 
in Miiwakee. claim that her 
homeland is Palestine.” Mr. 
Baker said. “I remember her 
being quoted in London Times 
in 1968. as saying 'Palestinians. 
What Palestinians? It is not as 
if we' took any home or land 
from Palestinians. There are 
no Palestinians.” he added. 

The culmination of his frus- 
trations over the injustices he 
saw motivated him to write his 
.first book on the Middle East 
in 1984 entitled “Theft of a 
Nation.” 

“1 can still hear the tune erf 
the two little Palestinian girls 
singing that early morning, so I* 
wrote the book for them.” Mr. 
Baker said. 

"Theft of a Nation." is a 
book that traces the back- 
ground of the Palestinian peo- 
ple and exposes Zionism to the 


American public by highlight- 
ing the difference between it 
and Juda&m. 

“The book is for the Amer- 
ican people, who are wonder- 
ful people, but are also won- 
derfully ignorant.” Mr. Baker 
said- - 

The book also takes issue 
with leading television 
Evangelists like Jerry Falwell, 
Pat Robertson, and others, 
who teach that the current 
Israeli state is an act of "fulfil- 
led prophecy.” 

"The Bible never claimed to 
support the Israeli claims of 
■ ‘Biblical prophecies' and 
'God's chosen people.' What 
these people have done is twist 
the words of the Bible.” Mr. 
Baker said. 

The book also tackles the 
issue of peace and calls for the 
creation of two states. “Jews 
and Arabs lived together be- 
fore in history, it is'only now. 
with the creation of the state of 
Israel, that this seems to be 
impossible.” Mr. Baker said. 

The success of his book in 
the Middle East attracted the 
attention of many Arab leaders 
such as Syrian President Hafez 
A! Assad. PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat, the late Egyptian 
President Anwar_ Sadat. 

His articulate and poignant 
speaking style has also 
attracted the attention of Hiz- 
bollah. making him the only 
known private U.S. citizen to 
be invited to Beirut in 1987 to 
meet with the leaders of the 
Hizbollah Party holding U.S. 


hostages. 

T got a pill at 2 a.m in my 
hotel room in Syria, were I was 
invited to give a lecture, from 
'Hizbollah commandoes.” Mr. 
Baker said. “They took me to 
Lebanon and I met with their 
leaders." he added saying that 
he had also offered himself in 
exchange for any Western hos- 
tage. 

As a result of his meetings 
with Hizbollah leaders, he was 
contacted by Colonel Oliver 
North and met with President 
Reagan's Vice President 
George Bush "in the White 
House. "I think they were 
scared that 1 would find out 
about the arms deals going on 
between them and the .Ira- 
nians." Mr. Baker said. 

Mr. Baker's staunch support 
for Palestinians has resulted in 
his life being threatened by 
radical pro-Israeli groups and 
individuals. The first attempt 
occured in Detroit. Michigan, 
in 1985: the second was in 
1989. and (he most recent was 
in July of this year. 

“I always look at it as some- 
thing you have to live with if 
you seek truth and justice.” 
Mr. Baker said, “because no- 
thing is sacred but the truth.” 

Mr. Baker's next book, enti- 
tled TXvi’ptions in the Gulf' 
will expose the real story be- 
hind the Iraq- Kuwaiti conflict 
and the reasons behind Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian support 
for Iraq. It’ will also cover the 
histories of Jordan. Iraq and 
Kuwait in the days of British 
colonialism. 


Jordan, Yemen explore integration Europeans urge Pales tinians to attend 


(Caatinwd from page 1) 

Hie committee will also super- 
vise tiie implementation of an 
. industrial scheme designed to 
- manufacture electrical transfor- 
mers in Yemen. 

Minister of Industry and Trade 
Ali A bul Ragheb told Petra after 
the meeting that the committee 
reviewed topics included in ear- 
lier bilateral agreement which 
were not implemented because of 
ithe Golf cris is which brought 
about economic difficulties for 
both Yemen and Jordan. 

The two countries will promote 
i trade exchange and Jordan will 
organise trade fairs in Sana’a to 


promote the sale of national pro- 
ducts, the minister said. 

According to Yemeni Minister 
of Industry and Trade Fadel 
Muhsen Abdullah, Yemen will 
offer facilities to Jordan to mar- 
ket its products like medicines, 
fertilisers, food supplies and ce- 
ment arid to lurid a trade fair in 
Sana’a. Yemen will also offer 
major facilities to Jordanian 

h rarinwa nwen In initiate industrial, 
agricultural, commercial and 
transport projects in Yemen, the 
minister said. 

Following the meetings Mr. 
Abnl Ragheb and Mr. Abdullah 
signed wwantes of the commit- 
tee's deliberations. 


Prince proposes IftKmki-type conference 


mas 


(Continued from page 1) 

with reference to repeated 
. appeals to the international com- 
■ munity for economic aid, that 
Japan was among the leading- 
, supporters. In any case, interna- 
tional considerations for financial 
assistance seem to be subject to a 
disp roport i onate scale of assess- 
. ment of the needs of immigrants 
if we were to c ompare, for exam- 
ple, the displaced people from 
. GCC count rie s with those emig- 
rating to Israel from die Soviet 
Union. It is perhaps worth stres- 
sing here, that large scale demog- 
raphic migratory patterns (post 
Cold War and post Gulf War) are 
f of. serious strategic s ig nificanc e. 

The sequence of events which 
our world has witnessed during 
the last two years has demanded 
initiatives for hmnetfiate rethink- 
ing of the world’s politico- 
economic structure, thus the con- 


cept of a “new world order.” 
However, in order for such initia- 
tives to have lasting and positive 
effects, I fed that a “new human 
order” should be on lbe~table — 
an evolutionary proems growing 
from a reaT concern for people 
and tackling issues of economic, 
political and environmental 
security for alL I also believe that 
such initiatives should be compre- 
hensive, not limited to picking at 
is su es which might satisfy the 
aspira t ions of some and neglect 
the needs of others^ 

A process of cooperation 
where, con s c i enc e on the one 
hand and trust on the other, are 
key dements. A process of recog- 
rising the rights of all people 
irrespective of their strategic, 
economic and religious status. In 
other words, towards a world 
enriched by its diversity and not 
enslaved by it. . 


(Continued from page 1) 

already expressed readiness to 
attend but the issue of Palesti- 
nian representation has not yet 
been solved. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker last week com- 
pleted his seventh trip to the 
region to try to finalise details 
for tiie proposed conference. 
Despite several meetings with 
Palestinian representatives 
from the West Bank and Gam 
Strip in the occupied territories 
and fame in Amman, Mr. Bak- 
er was not able to provide 
Palestinians with the assur- 
ances they are seeking before 
agreeing to participate in the 
' conference. 

Prof. Nianias. flanked by 
other members of the delega- 
tion at a press c o nfere n ce, 
urged the PNC to cooperate 
with Jordan, which be repe- 
atedly said had one of the most 
con s t ru ctive roles to play in the 
peace process. 

“There is one product that in 
tins world is very, very scarce 
and that is wisdom,” he said. 
“However, we feel that the 
Kingdom has wisdom in abun- 
dant supply that is ready to be 
exported.” 

Prof. Nianias said Jordan 
was the one state in the region 
that can play- a constructive 
role in bringing about a “fair 
solution in political, historical 
and economic terms.” 

Jordan, he said, was tiie one 
state that could help bridge tiie 
various differences between 
the Palestinians and Israelis to 
bring about peace and under- 
standing. 


“Anyone who refuses to 
understand tiie important role 
of Jordan (in the peace pro- 
cess) is only confusing the 
situation,” said Prof. Nianias, 
who met with His Majesty 
King Hussein, Prime Minister 
Taber Masri and cither officials 
during his visit to the King- 
dom. 

Ching the “tragic situation” 
resulting from the mass return 
of expatriates to Jordan, Prof. 
Nianias said the EC should 
provide financial assistance to 
the Kingdom .to help it cope 
with the returnees. 

While continually addressing 
the current peace process and 
Europe’s role. Prof. Nianias 
stressed that the' European' 
Community’s (EC) interest in 
the region goes beyond the 
peace efforts. 

The European Parliament is 
hopeful a peaceful solution can 
be found so the region would 
develop its resources, a process 
Europe is hopeful of helping 
Middle Eastern countries 
accomplish, he said. 

Responding to a question 
about the European Parlia- 
ment’s stand towards the con- 
tinued building of settlements 
in the occupied Arab territor- 
ies, Jan Sonnevekl, a member 
of tiie delegation, said that the 
European Parliament consid- 
ers them illegal. 

Mr. Sonneveld also said the 
European Parliament was 
pressing for “economic” recog- 
nition of Palestinian political 
rights. “We are very sensitive 
to this problem and we have 
followed it here,” he said. 

The European delegation 
Monday left for Damascus. 


Socio- economic effects 
of labour migration 


By Izzat Dajani 

“LABOUR migration in the 
Middle East is of a temporary 

rather Hum a permanent nature; 

it involves all types of workers 
who remain within the region, 
tints creating an internal flow of 
labour within developing coun- 
tries.” This was a statement by 
Professor N. Cboucri of Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technolo- 
gy (MIT) in a 1986 address to the 
annual meeting of Population 
Association of America. 

Jordan has a growth rate of 
nearly 3.5 per cent annum. Hie 
dependant population of 15 years 
old and under, constitutes nearly 
50 per cent of the people. This 
situation will be farther aggra- 
vated when the populace of 15 
years old enters its fertility loop. 
The high population growth rate 
is creating a tremendous growth 
in the domestic labour force lead- 
ing to unemployment of valuable 
human resources and causing 
further drain on society. There is 
| an expected increase in tiie work- 
ing age population (age 15-64) 

; from 1 million in 1979 to 2.3 
million in 2000 and 5.5 million in 
the year 2025. When analysed, 
this means that there will be 
about 60,000 new job entrants 
every year. It is argued, however, 
that various social, developmen- 
tal and cultural changes wOl all 
lead to a reduction m the fertility 
rate in the country and hence in 
the eventual numbers of annual 
new job entrants. 

Education has become a major 
vehicle for upward mobility in 
Jordan. Recognising the import- 
ance of its h uman capital, the 
Jordanian government invested 
in the skills and technical ability 
of its people in order to satisfy the 
labour needs particularly in the 
oil producing Arab Gulf coun- 
tries. Jordanians were even en- 
couraged to acquire high technic- 
al and specialised skills that have 
no real relevance for or are 
needed in Jordan, bat were high- 
ly demanded in the neighbouring 
countries, such as petroleum en- 
gineering. 

In this context it must be 
emphasised that Jordan is now 
feeing tremendous financial con- 


straints and must reconsider its 
policies mi education. The gov- 
ernment should continue invest- 
ing in primary education, but 
needs to reduce its subsidy of 
higher education, as this will lead 
to students choosing more re- 
sponsibly among alternative 
education options. 

In 1980, more than 400,000 
Jordanian dozens were estimated 
to be reading abroad compared 
to about 60,000 in 1960. This 
massive labour migration was in 
response to a tremendous de- 
mand for skilled, semi-skilled and 
unskilled workers in the oil-pro- 
ducing Arab countries as a result 
of the great increases in oil prices 
and the ambitions infrastructure 
plans in those countries. Jorda- 
nians remained very mobile over 
the last three decades in seeking 
employment with the objective of 
achieving higher earnings H««n 
those attainable at borne. The 
more the country trained work- 
ers, the more they left for abroad 
after acquiring a marketable skill. 
But as Jordan has a limited pro- 
ductive base, coupled with li- 
mited natural resources, the gov- 
ernment opted for liberal policies 
on labour migration, foreign ex- 
change and trade. It neglected 
somehow the feet that a labour 
exporting economy is very vola- 
tile and highly unpredictable. 
This also entailed that these peo- 
ple would return to Jordan once 
their contracts terminated, 
adding farther to the complexities 
of the domestic labour market. 

Jordanians, after working 
abroad, returned with increased 
skills, advanced ideas, and 
accumulated savings, enabling 
them to buy homes and possibly 
start businesses. The country 
opened its doors to “replacement 
migration” especially to the un- 
skilled workers from other Arab 
countries, primarily Egypt. The 
scarcity of labour- in the country 
produced real wage increases in 
all sectors, with most income 
groups benefiting fairly evenly 
from the economic growth. The • 
problem that remains for Jordan 
orbits around the feet that most 
foreign workers occupy unskilled 
positions which cannot be filled 
by returning skilled Jordanians. 


PNC opens crucial session 


(Condoned from page 1) 

said. “Palestinian* are not ready 
to be part of this comedy.” 

In the occupied territories, 
Palestinians sent conflicting mes- 
sages Monday to the PNC. 

The Islamic fundamentalist 
movement Hamas and radical lef- 
tists urged the PNC meeting to 

* reject the U.S. initiative. Suppor- 
ters on mainstream PLO factions 
demanded a conditional yes to 
the proposal. 

“We call upon our sincere 
brothers in the PNC to boycott it 
(the conference) and announce 
their rejection of all resolutions 
that deny our people’s rights to 
Palestine and Jerusalem,” Hamas 
said in a press statement. 

But Saeb Erekat, a mainstream 
PLO supporter, said the PNC 
should set guidelines for Palesti- 
I mans to take part in peace talks, 
j “We are a people who want 

• peace more than anybody else in 
this area, but we also have dear 
principles on which peace efforts 
Should be based,” be told an East 


Tferusalem news conference. 

Leftists at the same news con- 
ference questioned Washington’s 
ability to act as an honest broker 
in proposed October talks given 
its traditional support for Israel. 

Hamas, which is not repre- 
sented on the PNC, is a driving 
force behind the Palestinian up- 
rising against Israeli rule that 
began in the occupied territories 
in December 1987. 

The calls reflect a debate winch 
has been raging among the 1.75 
million Palestinians of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip since Mr. 
Baker launched his Middle East 
peace mission after the Gulf war. 

Meanwhile the PLO is nego- 
tiating indirectly with ferae! to 
allow Palestinian leaders from the 
Israeli-occupied territories to 
speak via satellite to the PNC in 
Algiers, delegates said Monday. 

“There is a possibility they 
could speak to us via satellite. 
Negotiations are still under way,” 
one delegate told Reuters. He did 
not say who was mediating be- 
tween ferae! and the PLO, 


There needs to be an altitudinal 
change among Jorda ni a n s to 
accept jobs considered ‘menial.’ 
Vocational training and skill up- 
grading must be among the gov- 
ernment's main priorities, 
although past records show that 
these have been largely mis- 
placed. 

In 1978, remittances from 
workers accounted for 34 per cent 
of the gross domestic product 
(GDP). They averaged $1 billion 
per year from 1975-1980, enabl- 
ing Jordan's economy to grow 
Over 10 per cent annum. Remitt- 
ances were farther encouraged as 
they were exempted from taxa- 
tion. The stability in. the Jorda- 
nian economy and political struc- 
ture -were added encourage- 
ments. The government also had 
three and five-year plans that 
were promising. Private sector 
participation was encouraged. It 
was given 45 per cent of govern- 
ment projects in 1980. However, 
Jordan failed to mobilise the flow 
of remittances towards more pro- 
ductive uses. Much of it was spent 
on imports of consumer goods 
and less on real investments. The 
country relied on incentives 
rather than state control to en- 
courage and mobilise remitt- 
ances. The introduction of the 
Post Office Fund and the issuance 
of Development Bonds showed 
some government .commitment 
to encouraging the inflow of re- 
mittances for their use as produc- 
tive investment through the state. 
As oQ revenues have declined 
since 1985, it followed that real 
wages declined, too. Since Jorda- 
nian skilled workers bad their 
families with them, and under the 
prerailing economic situation, re- 
duction of ofl prices and instabil- 
ity of the Jordanian economy, 
they either ceased remitting or 
just transferred the absolute 
necessary amounts to Jordan. 
They ended up saving or invest- 
ing their savings in the country of 
employment or in the industrial- 
ised West. 

As Jordan has a labour force 
growing by more than five to six 
per cent per annum, coupled with 
a manpower demand increasing 
by two and a half per cent per annum, 
the result was a rapkfly increasing 


surplus of labour in the country^ 
largely among white collar work4 
ere, and a significant shortage ini 
blue collar workers. The immedi-; 
ate impact of the economic slow 
down in neighbouring countries 
led to substantial 'weakening in’ 
domestic and external demand 
for Jordanian labour. Oil-rich- 
states only needed skilled Jordan 
mans when they were building!, 
their in fr astr u ctures. Their de- 
mand now is centred around; 
managerial and technical profiss-i 
sionals to help in the manage-! 
ment and maintenance of those; 
infrastructures. 

No matter bow adverse tbe : 
labour situation becomes, the-; 
government should always offer; 
improved domestic opportunities 
for Jor danian workers. The im-; 
mediate response is to stimulate j 
overall economic growth and fex-| 
pension of labour-intensive acti- \ 
vities. Medium and small scale J 
industries and services which are 
based on skills must be encour- 
aged. Industries need to be ex- 
port-oriented due to the small 
domestic market. Wages should 
remain reasonably low in ordei^o 
maintain low production corns 
and thus improve the competi- 
tiveness of Jordan's exports; the 
government must resist pressures 
for wage increases. The govern- 
ment needs to encourage invest- 
ment of foreign capital in tije 
country. This could be achieved 
through tax cuts and 'rebates, • 
elimination of import protection 
and export subsidies, and poten- 
tial for exchange rates to carry 
the mam burden of adjustment 
between domestic and interna- 
tional price levels. The speed 
with which this is accomplished 
will decide to a large extent the 
rate of overall economic growth 
and future labour demand. 

Jordan is faced with limitations 
in agricultural potential, scotte 
for out-migration, and its ability 
for further la boor absorption. 
The retrenchment of demand for 
migrant labour and the potential 
new trend towards return migra- 
tion are among the most serious 
considerations entrusted to tire 
government and certainly neqd 
thorough appreciation and analy- 
sis in order to establish effective 
policies.. * 


Bush-calls on U.N. 

(Continued from page I) 

tribute to the United Nations for 
its steadfastness in the liberation 
of Kuwait and its aggressive new 
role in conducting regional 
peacek e eping missions. 

Last year. Mr. Bush used his 
U.N. address to demand Iraq’s 
withdrawal from Kuwait, and 
again this time Iraq demanded 
Mr. Bush’s immediate attention. 
A sense of urgency arose with the 
disclosure that Iraq detained a 
team of U.N. nndear weapons 
inspectors in a building in Bagh- 
dad Monday alter they seized 
documents apparently proving 
that Iraq was developing nudear 
weapons. 

The Security Council has 
ordered the destruction of Iraq’s 
mdeear and chemical arms capa- 
bility. 

However, Mr. Bush’s U.N. 
address contained “no ultima- 
tum” for Iraq. 

.Mr. Bush’s call to repeal the 
16-year-old resolution that 
branded Zionism “a form of rao 


to fepeal resolution! 

38 .. f • -■ - .zJft 

ism and racial discrimination'’ is 
meant to resolve a longstanding 
sore point between Israel and the 
Arab World, U.S. officials saiiK 

White House officials deniedjt 
was an attempt to repair U.S*- 
Israeli relations strained by Aft. 
Bush's insistence that Congress 
delay considering $10 billion 'm 
bousing loan guarantees for Israel 
until after a peace conference's 
under way. j* 

The repeal move is “nof^a 
payback,” said one official w86 
asked not to be identified. “JFte 
part of a strategic move for pm- 
paring the ground for a seriofcs 
Middle East peace negotiation/' 

‘ Mr. Bush hopes toe peace talks 
will start next month, bat Secret- 
ary of State James Baker re- 
turned from a seventh trip to the 
Middle East without clearing tire 
last barriers. Z* 

Hie United States has lofig' 
opposed Israeli settlements on 
the occupied West Bank and' 
Gaza Strip: ~ 
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imitated Inter likened 
art-time Scandinavians 


By Renters 


INTERNAZIONALE were de- 
_ rided as no better than a team of 
part-time Scandinavians by the 
' Italian media after their heavy 4-0 
defeat by champions Sampdoria. 

The UEFA Cup holders* first 
" defeat of the season Sunday was 
almost as severe as the 5-0 ham- 
’ mering Sampdoria handed out to 
Norway's Rosenborg in their 
midweek European Cup tie. 

' After conceding just one goal 
iii their opening three games, the 
- loss was all the more humiliating 
' for new Inter coach Corrado 
' Orrico, who shouldered the 
blame. 

Sampdoria coach Yugoslav Vu- 
jadin Boskov praised both his 
_ goalscoring strikers Gianluca 
" Viaili and Roberto Mancini and 
I took the chance to hit back at 
. critics who had attacked their 
slow start to the season. 

“You (the media) cannot 
change your opinion every Sun- 
day," he said. 

"Seven days ago (in a 1-1 draw 
with Bari), things went badly but 
Viaili is still Viaili and Mancini is 
still Mancini." 

Sampdoria moved level with 
Inter on points, one behind the 
.three frontrunners, Lazio, AC 
.Milan and Juventus. 

AC Milan needed a controver- 
sial penalty four minutes from 
time to earn them a 1-1 home 
draw which left Fiorentina's 
Brazilian coach Sebasdao Lazar- 
oni fuming. 

- . "As for the penalty, if I was to 
..talk about it. I would have to 
spend my entire salary paying 
fines," said Lazaroni. 

During the game some Milan 


fans booed Dutch star Ruud Gul- 
lit, currently at the centre of 
dressing room tension. 

Milan’s Italian international 
midfielder Roberto Donadoni is 
expected to be out of action for at 
least two months after being car- 
ried off with a back injury. 

There were different reactions 
from leaders Monaco and cham- 
pions Marseille after being .held 
at home to draws by newly 
promoted Nimes and Lens re- 
spectively. 

In Marseille, millionaire boss 
Bernard Tapie unleashed a storm 
of rage, shouting at his players in 
the dressing room after the 
match. 

Later be told reporters his 
players would do well to forget 
about opening supermarkets, 
malting records and televirion 
commercials and going fishing, 
barbed remarks aimed mainly at 
tiie club’s stars Jean-Pierre Papin 
and Chris Waddle. 

"They should become aware 
that they are players like -all 
others. They should concentrate 
on their true profession, which is 
football," he said angrily after the 
1-1 draw. 

In Monaco, trainer Arsene* 
Wenger remained calm and 
praised bis players, who like 
Marseille fought back from a goal 
down at half time to draw 1-1. 

"The players did everything to 
win,” he said. "I can’t reproach 
them. We lost a point, partly 
because we were tired after the 
midweek Cup Winners’ Cup 
match and partly becanse of the 
Nimes goalkeeper (Lionel 
Perez).” 

Monaco lead Marseille by two 
points with Paris St Germain, 
unbeaten in 11 matches, third a 


further point behind. 

Bayern Munich striker Bruno 
Labbadia put himself firmly in 
contention for an international 
call-up with a glittering two-goal 
performance in Bayern’s 3-3 draw 
with Erotracht Frankfurt. 

German coach Berti Vogts, 
who faces a crucial European 
Championship match with Wales 
on Oct. 16, said after seeing the 
game: "Now I’ll have to consider 
him.” 

Labbadia was transferred from 
last season’s Bundesliga cham- 
pions Kaiserslautern. 

Ajax Amsterdam maintained 
their efimb towards the top of the 
Dutch League with a 5-1 win over 
De Gmfschap Doetincbem, bnt 
coach Leo Beenhakker was still 
not satisfied with the perform- 
ance. 

Beenhakker, whose ride are 
four points behind leaders Vites- 
se Arnhem with three games in 
hand, said be wanted more im- 
tnagination and flair from his team 
to make it more attractive for the 
spectators.. 

Portugal’s Benfica were held to 
a surprise 2-2 borne draw by 
newly-promoted Estoril Sunday 
after leading twice. 

Leaders Guimaraes won 2-0 at 
Uniao Madeira Saturday, while 
second-placed Boavista, playing 
Sunday, forced an injury time 1-1 
draw in a bitter battle against 
local rivals Salgueiros. Three 
players were sent off and seven 
booked. 

A disastrous performance by 
Benfica’s defence let Estoril back 
into the match. 

Benfica opened the scoring in 
the 51st minute when striker 
Antonio Pacheco headed 
cross from the right. 
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SesMia is within sight of third title 


ESTORIL, Portugal (R) — Ayr- 
ton Senna needs only to finish 
ahead of Nigel Mansell in next 
Sunday’s Spanish Grand Prqt to 
clinch his Third World Driver’s 
Championship in four years. 

- That was the dear mathematic- 
al outcome of Sunday’s eventful 
Portuguese Grand Prix — but, as 
a prickly Senna acknowledged 
Sunday night, it may not be that 
simply on Barcelona’s new cir- 
cuit 

. After the start of Sunday’s 
nxe, when Mansell in a Williams 
barged his way through into 
second position from fourth on 
the grid, the Brazilian knows be 
will have to fight to hold his 
ground against what is likely to be 
a superior car against next 
weekend. 

Having extended his cham- 
pionship lead from 18 points to 24 
by finishing second behind Ric- 
cardo Patrese with Mansell dis- 
qualified, Senna admitted he 
mfght have to resort to some 
bruising tactics of his own in the 
Spanish Grand Prix. 

said: "Anything is possible 
rifld we must not forget that. But I 
know that all I have to do now is 
race against Mansell. 

*. '"Whichever way you look at it, 
the high percentage chance is 
with me mid I know that. 

"But even if he thinks he has 
nothing to lose, we have to drive 
the right way. 

"If he tries to pull off some- 
thing aggressive again at the start 
I don’t know what will happen. 
For sure, I will not let him go so 
easily again. 

“In tins race, he steered bis car 
towards mine, I must admit that I 
let him through too easily. If this 
bad happened at any other race I 
would have let the accident hap- 
pen. 

“I think Nigel chose the wrong 


strategy for the start. This time, 
everything was alright, but next 
time this happens, I don't know.” 

Senna's barely veiled sugges- 
tion is that the championship 
could be decided again in the 
same manner as last year when he 
collided at the first comer of the 
Japanese Grand Prix at Suznka 
with Alain' Prost. 

This feeling was added to by 
post-race comments from Senna’s 
McLaren team mate Gerhard 
Berger who said: "The start was 
okay but Nigel took a big risk. I 
don’t think it was the right way to 
it because if. I had not 
stfecttiie door there might have 
been a big crash.” 

A big crash next weekend in 
Spain would hand the title to 
Senna. 

The Brazilian, however, has 
said he does not want to take the 
championship again in such a 
manner and will do all he can to 
avoid further controversy on the 
new Spanish circuit, Mansell’s 
tactics permitting. 

The Portuguese Grand Prix 
provided quite enough con- 
troversy in itself. 

Mansell found himself black- 
flagged at Estoril for die second 
time in three years for mating an 
unscheduled stop in the pit-lane 
after a terrible tyre change bad 
seen him pull away on only three 
wheels. 

In addition to Mansell’s misfor- 
tune, the race was also tarnished 
by comments from Jean Alesi 
who criticised his Ferrari team 
mate Allah Prost for the discord 
within the Italian team. 

Alesi said: "I think its time he 
decided what he is doing. It is bad 
for the team not knowing what is 
going on. Alain has a contract 
and he should say he is honouring 
it or that be is going so that we 


can ail get on with our jobs.” 

Prost, who retired with engine 
problems Sunday, Ipcks in- 
creasingly disillusioned by life al 
Ferrari and has been linked with 
a move to the French Ligier 
team. 

Over the weekend, he declined 
to make any comment on his 
future but Ferrarfs team boss 
Piero Ferrari warned him that if 
he' broke his contract he would 
have to face the consequences. 

If Prost decides to go it would 
leave the Italian team desparateiy 
seeking a senior replacement and 
Brazilian Nelson Piquet, current- 
ly with Benetton, and Italian 
Patrese, contracted with W illiams 
for 1992, are said to be top of 
Fenari’s shopping list- . 

Similar late moves are also 
Hkely to oocur in a major re- 
vision of tiie Formula One calen- 
der, . 

Over the weekend, FISA Presi- 
dent Jean-Marie Balestre was re- 
ported to have suggested Asia 
would have an additional Formu- 
la One race next year. 

According to informed 
nlmours in the paddock, this is 
likely to be at the AutopoHs 
Circuit in Japan, giving the 
Japanese two races. 

South Africa's leading track at 
Kyalami is also likely to make a 
return with the two new races 
replacing the Mexican and 
Hungarian Grands Prix. 


Mature 
Agassi 
emerges 
in crucial 
match 


KANSAS CITY (AP) — Andre 
Agassi did a lot of growing up 
Sunday. 

Sure, be looked like the same 
young “image-is-everytbing” kid 
from Las Vegas — beard glisten- 
ing with sweat, long hair flying, 
shirt op above his navel when he 
leaped for shots. 

Bnt there was a difference in 
Ins eyes and the way he moved on 
the court, not just during points 
bnt between them. Here was a 
mature player at last who refused 
to concede any point easily, who 
played with the same determina- 
tion as John McEnroe or Jimmy 
Connors during their glory years. 

A year ago, Agassi wouldn’t 
have wanted and couldn’t have 
handled tbe^prcssurc be faced 
Sunday, when be was given the 
task of saving America’s defend- 
ing champion Davis Cup team at 
2-2 in the best-of-5 semifinals 
against Germany. 

"Absolutely not,” he said, 
admitting the truth to suspicions 
that he sometimes disappeared in 
tig matches. 

This time be thrived on the 
pressure and finished off Ger- 
many, thrashing Cari-Uwe Steeb 
6-2, 6-2, 6-3, to put the United 
States in the final against France 
in late November. 

France advanced over, tbe 
weekend with a 5-0 pummelling 
of a youthful Yugoslavian squad 
devoid of its two best players — 
Goran Prpic and Goran Iva- 
nisevic. . 

■ Agassi’s new attitnde de- 
veloped in part from conversa- 
tions he had with McEnroe a few 
weeks ago after getting knocked 
out of the U.S. Open in the first 
round. 



Aadre Agassi 


He was at the low point in a 
year of frustrations and unreal- 
ised expectations. He lost his 
third Grand Slam final to Jim 
Courier in the French Open, was 
sick much of tbe summer and bad 
dropped from No. 4 to No.'S in 
tiie rankings. He also was going 
into the Davis Cup still carrying 
tbe titter memory of his loss to 
Steeb in tiie fourth match of tbe 
U.S. defeat in the semifinals at 
Munich, Germany, in 1989. 

The answer to his problems, 
Agassi realised, was to redouble 
his work, to take responsibility 
for Ins losses, not shrug them off 
to bad hide, fate or the good play 
of the other guys. When he did 
that, when be came prepared to 
the Davis Cup matches and 
stayed “focused,” as he said repe- 
atedly, he readied the level of 
maturity at 21 that he needed to 
add substance to style. 

“What went through my 
mind,’’ Agassi said of tbe last 
point Sunday, “was just a sense 
of relief, a feeling of accomplish- 
ment.” 

“Agassi and Courier had put 
the United States within one van 
of the finals Friday when they 
took their singles matches. But 


Germany’s Michael Stich, the 
Wimbledon champion, brought 
his team bade by helping to win 
the doubles Saturday and then 
upsetting Courier in the first 
match Sunday. 

Stich turned loose a savage 
serve-and-volley game, spat to- 
ward hecklers and beat Courier 
6-4, 7-5, 6-4 to tie the series. 

Agassi then used the pressure 
to raise his game against a skilled 
clay-court player. He swept 
through tbe first four games of 
the march, breaking Steeb twice 
at love, and ran off five straight 
gpme* in the second set to take a 
5-1 lead. In winning the last four 
games of the match, Agassi 
yielded only five points. Fran 
start to finish, he was never 
broken and never in trouble. 

U.S. captain Tom Gorman, 
who may keep Agassi on his 
squad for the matches in France 
in late November, even if they’re 
on hard courts, said his victory 
knocked "the monkey off his 
back.” 

“It’s got to relieve some of die 
pressure. It was a lot more for 
him than it was for me and his 
teammates. We had confidence in 
him ,” Gorman said. 


U.S. ‘dream team’ announced for Olympics 


NEW YORK. (Agencies) — 
Michael Jordan and Earvin 
“Magic” Johnson head wbat 
■Mum* to a National Basketball 
Association (NBA) all-star team 
that will represent the United 
States at the 1992 Olympic 
Games in Barcelona. ' 

.The U-S. team selections for 
the first Olympics-to allow- profes- 
sionals to participate in basket- 
ball was announced on national . 
television. 

Tbe squad includes three for- 
mer Olympians wbo played for 
the last gold medal-winning U.S. 
team in 1984 before they turned 
profesrional — Jordan, wbo led 
the Chicago Bulls to their first 
NBA title earlier this year. New 
York Knicks centre Patrick Ew- 
ing and Chris Mnllin of the Gol- 
den State Warriors. 

Philadelphia’s physical power 
forward Charles Barkley, wbo 
foiled to earn a spot on the 1984 
team, will now get his chance to 
win the gold medal he missed out 
on in Los Angeles. 

The other NBA stars named 
were Larry Bird of tbe Boston 
Celtics, Karl Malone and John 
Stockton of the Utah Jazz, Scotte 


Pippen of tbe Chicago Bulls and 
San Antonio Spurs centre David 
Robinson, who was a member of 
tiie 1988 Olympic sqnad that had 
to settle for braize in SeonL 

Two slots on tbe team that may 
be 1 Sled by college players have 
been left open. - 

::»KWfien T- played in , 84 ,! I 
•thought -it was the greatest t&Gb 
ever assembled, but this one 
beats that team by for,” Ewing 
said during tbe televised 
announcement . 

Tbe stellar lineup, being touted 
as "the dream team,” is expected 
to return tbe once-dominant Un- 
ited States to international bas- 
ketball tournament since the 1986 
World Championships. 

Since then the U.S. has been 
upstaged at the 1988 Olympics, 
the 1987 and 1991 Pan American 
Games, and at tbe World Cham- 
pionships and Goodwill Games 
last year. 

Johnson, wbo along with Bird 
was unable to play for the United 
States in the 1980 Moscow Olym- 
pics because of the U.S. boycott, 
promised those fortunes were ab- 
out to change. 

‘T missed my chance in 1980. 1 


was hurt that I couldn’t compete 
for the gold,” said Johnson, who 
has led tiie Los Angeles Lakers to 
five NBA titles. "I feel blessed 
and I'm looking forward to bring- 
ing home the gold.” 

Jordan, who at first had sug- 
gested tbatfre would pass up the 
Olympics "so lie could relax and- 
Dlay golf, next summer, said he: 
nad long" ago changed his mind. 

The hagb-fiying siiperstar also 
said that a couple of his new 
Olympic team mates had put up 
persuasive arguments in favour erf 
his playing. 

"Magic said he’s gonna give me 
a million bucks and Barkley said 
he’s gonna give me a million 
bucks/’ Jordan joked. 

The only player omission 
caused some surprise wap that of 
Detroit Pistons guard Israfr Tho- 
mas. His being left off die team 
was protested by Pistons General 
Manager Jack Mcdoskey who 
resigned in protest from tiie 13- 
man selection committee. 

There had been rumours that 
Thomas, tiie Pistons point guard, 
was left off the team at the 
insistence of Jordan as part of an 
ongoing feud between the two. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
S TANNAH HIRSCH 

r 1991 Inara IM) 5m». Inc. 


SIX OF ONE _. 
vulnerable. South 


* 


North-South 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 8 5 4 
T A 10 3 
: 10 8 2 

♦ J 6 5 3 

WEST EAST 

0 J 9 7 3 * Q 10 

7 9 8 6 7 Q 7 4 2 

: Q 7 3 ■: K 6 3 

10 94 # Q8 7 2 

SOUTH 

♦ A K 6 2 
. K J 5 

: a j 9 4 

♦ A K 
The bidding: 

South West 
2 6 Pass 
2 NT Pass 
Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ten of 4 
Some plays are a do-or-die effort 
to win one or more tricks. Others are 
n two-edged sword— if the play 
nine, well and good; but even if it 
hues, it accomplishes a secondary 
goal. This hand, from a book by 
Scottish writer Hugh Kelsey, illus- 
trates our point. 

North-South were using two 
clubs ns their only forcing bid. Thus, 
South's two no trump rebid showed 
a balanced hand of 23-24 points (a 2 
NT opening bid would have prom- 
ised 21-221. North had a clear raise 
to game. 


North 

2 

3 NT 


East 
Pass 
Pa as 


With seven fast tricks, one in dia- 
monds and two in each of the other 
suits, declarer needed to develop 
two more. One would come from the 
heart suit if declarer guessed tbe 
location of the queen, and another 
could be set up in diamonds fay 
farce. Alternatively, tbe diamond 
suit by itself rated to produce two 
extra tricks if declarer could take 
two finesses through East, but there 
is only one entry to dummy. How 
would you utilize tbe red suits to 
combine your chances? 

After winning the king of dubs, 
declarer should lead the jack of 
hearts from hand! If West holds the 
queen, declarer has eight tricks in 
the bank and can afford to conceded 
two diamonds for a ninth. However, 
suppose the finesse loses. Now de- 
clarer has two entries to the table— 
the ace of hearts and the ten. 

Declarer can win the chib return, 
‘cross to dummy with a low heart to 
the ten and run the eight of dia- 
monds. As the cards lie. West can 
win and play another dub, giving 
the defenders two tricks in that suit 
and their book. But declarer can get 
back to the board with the' ace of 
hearts to lead the ten of diamonds 
for another finesse and, when that 
works, tbe contract is home. If nec- 
essary, declarer remains on the 
board to repeal the finesse. The de- 
fenders collect Only two dub tricks 
and one in each red suit. 



Andy Capp 



T3t> 


NO, THANKS, 

LAD-lsnu. 
WANT TO BE 
INANASTY 
TEMPER 
WHEN HE 
GETS HERE.' 





Mutt'n’Jeff 
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S FAULT AND I / DAMAGES/ 
DEMAND . VtoU NffO 





HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 24, I99TZ 
By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carrotl'Rigtrter Foumi&fai 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The dou- 
ble Moon square lo Uranus and Ndp- 
tunc and the Nfafe opposition makes h 
extremely necessary that you break no. 
• promisesjoday and that you are certain 
to cany through with bD you have 
agreed to do. 


do whatever project tequbedfay youm 
make those about you tnppicr.. L • 


ARIES: ( Match 21 » April 19) A i 
. friend can help you m gctifag'oui from 
under some-problem that b of concern 
*lo you so don't hesitate to let him know 
wfal it is. 


TAURUS: fApril 211 to May 20) A day 
when you can. impress on ip an impor- 
tant position with your talents which 
.everyone may not wc w don' t hide your 
light but have a ' strong flame. 
GEMINI: (May 21. to June 2! ) Now you 
find you lave a brilliant new idea that 
you can present to an older friend who 
is in a position to help you girt it. so let 
him know what it is. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 
21) Look deep within yourself for the 
answer to what you can do lo get the 
backing from an executive that means 
so much lo you right now. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
doirc for more cooperation from an 
unusual person is readily gained this day 
by your making some fresh new 
approach that fascinates nil. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) 
Whatever you would like to do that 
docs necessitate more efforts on your 
pan is .fine so be of service to those 
seeking anything from you today.' 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) 
Articles of charm, beauty, taste seem to 
be all about you now so enjoy them and 


SCORPIO. (October 23, to Noucmfcr 
2t) Tins is a wo nd erfu l dayfor^da K 
you do go along with petsons^ad Ac 
gilts gtvyn you and stow tree sffcctfcn 
for those about you and ’ jpvc Zsk 
compliments. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novcirtw ^foTjt 
onubcr 21 ). Enjoy yoor hotet-'-rb the 
fuflcsl now by going akmg With wftaav. 
cr members of your Jamil j door wwm 
arid you Can have a most happy 


CAPRICORN: ( December H to 
ary 20) This e» your day to aakemeynn 


do show' you arc the out/- who caBsaod 
wishes others a happy day which gfas 


them a boost .where it counts. 
AQUARIUS: (January 2t to'Fbbnwy 
I V) A day when yon tore ranch control 
over circumstances because yware.nmr 
endowed with'&o much efiand so bp tuft;' 
to extend your magnetism. Uvdcfigtx 
others. :--J J 


PISCES: (Fchrwuy 20 to .March-*))' 
Now you can have a day what you can 
quietly have 'the romantic happfoat-or 
the support from one of whom you arc 
found and who helps yon maicria&y.- 

Teday’s HHht: If yoor child were bom 
today she or he wiU be very much 
engaged all thicr life in trying to estab- 
lish a soGd and secure structure fdrthcH 
life. This child will need to team to 
lighten their, attitude and .cxpressfoki 
toward others if they arc to reach thefr 
fullest possible potential. 


- “The stats impel, they do oof com- 
pel. “ Wbat you make of your life Is 
largely up to you. 
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Own drtigwd jeweflery with 


VftxM Resources- Dqanl & Co. Inc. 
Jewelers- Gan*. 


Amman- Rio Qe Janeiro - ■ 
Amman- Amra Hoist- Gtti fsrde. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


SAY 

love you*' 

WITH FLOWERS 



HARRIS <y-t8 


only have enough to say TP 


I THAT'SCRAMSLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Gob Leef 


'Unscramble them Jour Jixrtblea, 
one totter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wonts. 


□N 




md 



IVE GOT WHAT 
NO MILLIONAIRE 
HAS GOT 


YONOL 


znz 

LL_ 


IMDOYF 


uz 




TREENI 


znz 

JL 



Now arrange the circled tetters to 




Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: DOUSE IMPEL MENACE SIPHON ’ 
Answer. A good poBtictan sometimes speaks his mMC - 
but he’s better off when he does this — 
MINDS HIS SPEECH 






THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Removes pin 
6 Sine — non 
9 Recedes 
13 Terms star Vic 
of old 

15 Cathedral city 
on the Danube 
15 Dry: pref. 

17 Lab work 

20 Lob or mob end 

21 "Damn 
Yankees 1 ' siren 

22 Commenced 

23 Quibble 

25 "A — of Errors" 

26 Hun VIP 
29Po«ge 

30 Mrs. Gorbachev 

31 ” — want tor..." 
33 Golden fish 

37 Journey takers 

40 Platter 

41 Let It stand 

42 Noshes 

43 Remained 

45 Peter out 

46 Brunt 

49 Broadway show 
. 51 Scanrflnevlan 

52 Highway sign 

53 Aunts'. So. 

57 Camus. Sartre 
etaL 

60PHaf base 

61 Rocky crag 

62 — or later 

63 North Sea 
feeder 

B« Sly — tox 
65 Poker stakes 



C, M oIXT? me. 

Alftgha n — a n wd 


DOWN 

1 Appecatlons 

2 FoflOwring 

3 Meerschaum 
4Spa regimen 

5 Long fish 

6 Suppress . 
7Rat*us- 

neighbor 
flSorrr atotor. 

9 Ad-dbbing 
IOEctu 

11 Expansive 

12 Singer Bono 
14 Regional forest 


18"Apres— .is 
dekige" 

19 — ben Adhere 

24 "When l 
was — 

25 Metal 
money 

26 "Luv Is 
Ska — ..." 
(Bums) 

27 Proceed on the 

runway 

28 Walter's 
Income 

29 Place 

31 Envelope abbr. 

32 fib 

34 "Puttin’ on 
the—” 

35 Sense - 

36 Existence 

38 ’’ — true whet 
they; 


Yesterday's Prate Sotwd: 


HHEIH nonnn nnnn 

anpn nnnnn nnnn 

ggnnBnnannnnnRR 

nnorarn mnnn nnn 

BHS EP nn aonnon 

rannFi 

nrnL-nnnnnnnnonnn 
Hnnnn nnn 
nnn SES QRnn nnn 
nr, r , n PLJ n nnnn 

nnnnn 

Egggnnanonnnnrnri 
EBrcnn nnnn 
noon nemnn nnnr 


mey say..." 
39 Somewhat 


44 

45 — a 

48 UMess. 


- pref. 


47 Courage 

48 Leontyne or ' 
Vincent 

js special odklon 

52 Baseball's 
Slaughter 


54 “— it . : 

romantic?" [' 

55 Fit to — _ - - t' 

56 Partk of a uniori: 

■ tobr. 

58 Gr. letter . . - 
99 Mauna — 


i •*».. 
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iftSL-' 





conomy 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1991 


Financial 

Markets 



u JS. 


la m npwitiun wftjb 

Cairo Amman Bank 

bi Infr njufam al W Uric+ U 


Currency' . 

fetfexk 

Close 

D “ c 20/9/1991 

Singapore 
Close ' 

DBIr . 23/9/199! 

Staffing Pound” 

1.7510 

- 1.7397 

Deutsche Mark 

1.6844 . 

1.6785 

Swiss Franc 

1.4705 

1.4645 

French Franr 

5.7405- 

** 

5.7253 

Japanese Yen 1 

: 137.17 

134.00 

European Carreny Unit 

1.2155 

** 

1-2188 _ 


.** Opotoc «> ana 


23/9/1991 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

5.43 

5.37 

5.68 

5.75 

Sterling Pound 

10.50 

10.06 

9193 

9.93 

Deutsche Mark. 

9.12 

9.12 .. 

9.25 

9.25 

Swiss Franc 

8.00 

7.93 

6.06 

7.62 

Fktncfa Franc 

9.12 

9.25 . 

9.31 

9.37 

Japanese Yen 

6.33 

6.50 " 

6.25 

6.00 

European Currency Unit 

9. 90 

9.87 

9.81 

9.07 


Metal 

OSD/Oz 

JD/Gu* 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gb 

Gold 

349.25 

■ 6.80 

Sliver 

4.13 

.090 


CMtnl Bank off Jordan Exckmga Rata ftdMa 


23/9/7991 


®yHs3-3 


ifiL 


*i--. j£ 


• A.' 


| Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

1 

.687 

.689 

Starting Pound 

1.1921 

1.1981 

Deutsche Mark 

.4DB4 . 

.4104 

Swiss Franc 

.4678 

.4701 • 

French Franc 

.1199 

. .1205 

Japanese Yen* ' 

• .5120 

.5146 

Dutch Guilder 

.3625 

.3643 

Swedish Krona 

.1113 

.1119. 

Italian lira* 

.0547 

.0550 

Belgian Franc 

.01968 - 

.01978 

* rtr m 



Other Cnifiiclea 

»»■*« 23/9/1991 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

BnKiatnt ntrrtr 

1.-7700 

1.7750 

Lebanese Lira* 

.0765 

.0775 

Saadi Riyat 

. .1828 

.1837 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

__ 

1 

1 

Qatari Riyal 





iioo 

Omani Riyal ‘ 

WKSSSR 

' 1.7350 

UAE Dirham 

.1861 

.1874 

Greek Drachma* 

.3500 

.3700 

Cypriot Pound 

LA5PQ i 

1.47QQ 


* Fir IN 

CAB twHcaa for Amman Financial Market 


fade. 

18/9/1991 Close 

22/9/1991 Close 

AB-Share 

- 118.17 

11B.16 

Banking Sector 

98.99 

99.12 

Insurance Sector 

119.94 

120.29 


147.19 

146.97 

[Services Sector 

-127.14- 

• 126.94 


31. 11 


One Sterling 
I One U.S. dollar 


I 


LONDON (R) — Following are the baying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 



One ounce of gold 


1.7430/40 

1.1340.45 

1.6743/50 

1.8865/75 

1.4600/10 

-34.50/54 

5.7000/50 

1253/1254 

133.70/80 

6.1000/50 

6-5520/70 

6.4620/70 

349.05/349.45 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian. lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 



George Yassffiou 

Luxury, 
other taxes 
to triiti ’92 
Cypriot 
budget gap 

NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus will 
introduce | a luxury tax and raise 
charges for government services 
in 1992 to trim the government’s 
budget deficit. 

The new measures, which in- 
clude a 20 per cent luxury tax and 
increases iq airport tax and road 
licences, arp in the 1992 budgets 
to be put to the bouse of repre- 
sentatives this week. 

President George Vassiiiou 
said the new taxes would raise 
about 40 million pounds (S85 
million). 

He said this would cot the fiscal 
defic it by about 34 million pounds 
($73 million) Jto 102 million ($218 
million), or 3(.5 per cent* of GDP 
(gross domestic \product) , from 
136 million ($290 million) or 5.1 
per cent of GDP in 1991. 

The fiscal deficit is the net 
deficit from all the budgets and 
other accou n t s , including the So- 
cial Security Fund. 

The three budgets — ordinary, 
development and the refugee 
fond — forecast expenditure of 
857.4 million pounds ($1.8 bfl- 
Eon) and revenue of 605.7 mini on 
pounds (SI. 3 billion), leaving a 
deficit Of 251.7 milli on pounds 
($537 million), against 231.3 mo- 
tion ($494 mfflkm) in 1991. 

Mr. VassOiou said 23.5 per cent 
of the budgets will go to social 
services ana housing, 7.4 per cent 
to health and 13.3 per cent educa- 
tion.' - 

shows that Cyprus is %. 
welfare state which compares 
favourably with developed states 
in Europe,” Mr. Vassiiiou said. 

He said the government was 
a gain emp hasisin g development, 
with the development budget ris- 
ing from 91.1 million pounds 
($194 million) to 122.3 million 
pounds ($261 million). 

Government revenue in 1992 
indudes 15 mflKom pounds ($32 
million) from value added tax, ' 
expected to be. introduced in the 


World Bank says 330 million 
Asians face uncertain prospects 


BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — Meanwhile, Bangladesh, Bur- 
While their neighbours surge nut, Laos, Nepal, the Phi lippi nes, 
ahead, an impoverished group of Sri Lanka and Vietnam suffered 
Asian countries with more than low and declining growth rates 
330 million people fa c e uncertain and “face uncertain or clouded 
prospects this decade despite prospects for the first years of the 
attempts at economic reform, the decade as well,” the report 


second half of 1992 at a rate of 
five per cent. 


World Bank says. 

“The challenges confronting 
this Asian subgroup are cause for 
a tempering of the near-term 
optimism typically bestowed on 
the region’s developing coun- 
tries,” said the bank's annual 
report. 

Led by a $989 million increase 
in loans for China, the World 
Bank extended a total of $7.49 
billion to Asia’s developing coun- 
tries during the fiscal year that 
ended June 30. That was up 17 
per cent from the previous year 
and represented a third of the 
bank’s worldwide lending. 

The report said the shocks of 
the Gulf crisis imposed serious 
strains on Asia, including a sud- 
den jump in oO prices and the loss 
of remittances from workers in 
the Middle East. 

But it said the region’s “rapidly 
industrialising open economies” 
— South Korea, Thailand, 
Malaysia and Indonesia — sus- 
tained their growth momentum 
based on prudent economic man- 
agement, structural reforms and 
long-term investments. 

Thailand and South Korea, for 
example, are both heavily depen- 
dent on foreign petroleum but 
weathered the price increases by, 
respectively, passring them on to 
consumers and using an oil price 
stabilisation fond. 

. The report said. 'the private 
sectors of the four dynamic na- 
tions are enjoying an increasingly 
favourable environment, with foe 
respective governments actively 
building up i nfrastr u cture. 

Per capita incomes in those 
countries increased rapidly dur- 
ing foe 1980s, while foe propor- 
tion of the population living in 
poverty fell below 20 per cent. 


said. 

The report cited several issues 
plaguing them: “The rise of se- 
rious macro imbalances, accentu- 
ated by the events in the Middle 
East; an increasingly ominous in- 
teraction between .widespread 
poverty and population growth 
and accelerating environmental 
deterioration that threatens to 
undermine the productive basis 
of society.” 

The report raid progress will 
require “exce p ti o nal skills” in 
managing economic policy and 
infrastructure investments, and 
the redirection of public spending 
toward family planning, rural so- 
cial services, and environmental 
rehabilitation. 

Many of the problems in these 
lower-income nations during foe 
, past year were doe to bad poli- 
cies, but the many other woes 
included natural disasters, politic- 
al instability and. wars against 
insurgents. 

Fighting again took its toll in 
Sri Lanka, and a cyclone in Bang- 
ladesh killed at least 125,000 and 
devastated agriculture and infras- 
tructure. 

Nepal continued progress in 
structural reforms, but suffered 
from a trade dispute with India, 
higher oD prices and slower tour- 
ism, and the country’s trans- 
formation from an absolute to a 
constitutional monarchy. 

Nepalese per capita income 
will remain stagnant for foe third 
successive year. 

The report said bolder govern- 
ment policies promise improve- 
ment for foe Philippines, but it 
was less optimistic about Viet- 
nam: “Despite recent dramatic 
changes initiated by its far- 
reaching economic reform prog- 


ramme, Vietnam remains one of 
the poorest countries in Aria.” 

Communist Vietnam has been 
encouraging private business, , but 
it faces a singularly daunting 
block to development — Soviet 
aid is declining rapidly and there 
is no immediate prospect of 
World Bank or other financing 
because of foe U.S.-led embargo. 

The report said Asia's two 
giants, China and India, face 
serious macroeconomic imba- 
lances that require stabilisation 
and structural reforms. 

The report noted the large 
number of money-losing state en- 
terprises in China and its worri- 
some fiscal situation. India was 
hit bard by the Gulf crisis, and 
economic and political difficulties 
dampened progress on attempts 
to deregulate industry, liberalise 
trade and promote foe private 
sector. 

But the report added that the 
number Qf Chinese living in abso- 
lute poverty fell from 196 million 
in 1981 — about 20 per cent of 
the population — to an estimated 
67 million in 1989 — about six per 
cent of foe population. 

In India, foe proportion of 
poor declined from 37 per cent in 
1983-84 to 30 per cent in 1987-88. 

World Bank priorities in Asia 
are to restore macroeconomic ba- 
lance and sustain structural re- 
form in order to spur private 
sector-led growth, reduce poverty 
and population growth, and halt 
environmental degradation. 
These issues are on the agenda of 
foe bank's 'annual meeting in 
Bangkok next month. 

According to the report, foe 
overall economic growth in the 
Third World edged up 2.3 per 
cent in 1990, foe worst showing 
since 1982. 

The situation was even more 
dire when the weak growth was 
measured against population in- 
creases in foe developing nations, 
foe report said. 

Per capita income rose just 0.2 


per cent in 1990, compared to 
gams of two per cent in 1988 and 
one per cent in 1989 in the Third 
World. 

The poor economic showing 
was blamed on many factors, 
including the spillover effect from 
the economic slowdown in rich 
industrial countries and a disturb- 
ing slowdown in the growth of 
world trade. 

But the report said many of the 
shocks came from foe turmoil 
associated with Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait, which sent oil prices 
Soaring, disrupted trade flows 
and triggered a flood of refugees 
from the war zone. 

The economic difficulties were 
widespread throughout foe Third 
World. Only Asa's developing 
countries increased their per capi- 
ta income, the report said. 

The 18 countries in east Asia 
saw per capita incomes rise on 
average 4.3 per cent. The World 
Bank said s 1 ower-than-a verage 
growth in China had been offset 
by vigorous gains in Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Thailand. 

The eight countries in south 
Asia, including India, Bang- 
ladesh and Pakistan, experienced 
a per capita income increase of 
2.1 per cent in 1990, but the 
report warned that continued 
growth was threatened in India. 
. Developing countries in all 
other regions suffered declines in 
per capita income last year. 

The biggest setback occurred in 
Latin America, where per capita 
incomes fell by 2.6 per cent in 
1990. The report said the situa- 
tion was most severe for Argenti- 
na, Brazil and Peru as their eco- 
nomies continued to be plagued 
by high debt burdens. 

The nations of sub-Saharan 
Africa, including some of the 
poorest nations in the world, saw 
per capita incomes fell by 2.1 per 
cent last year while foe develop- 
ing countries in North Africa, the 
Middle East and Europe suffered 


a 1.3 per cent drop in per capita 
incomes, the first decline for this 
region since 1987. 

This area included Egypt, Jor- 
dan and Turkey, foe so-called 
front-line states that suffered the 
most from foe Gulf crisis, and 
also the newly emerging demo- 
cracies in eastern Europe. 

All the eastern European coun- 
tries — Czechoslovakia, Hun- 
gary, Bulgaria, Poland, Romania 
and Yugoslavia — had negative 
growth rates stemming primarily 
from the disruptions as they 
transform their economies to 
free-market systems. 

The World Bank noted that it 
had stepped up its lending to 
former Soviet bloc countries in an 
effort to suppot their economic 
reform movements with Poland 
getting the largest amount, $1.44 
billion. 

Only countries that are mem- 
bers of the World Bank qualify 
for loans. The Soviet Union has 
applied for membership but foe 
United States has successfully led 
the effort to block it. The Bush 
administration contends that foe 
country is not far enough along in 
its reform efforts to qualify for 
full membership in either foe 
World Bank or its sister lending 
organisation, the International 
Monetary Fund. 

Instead, the United States and 
other rich nations have offered 
foe Soviets a newly created “spe- 
cial associate*' designation that 
would allow foe Soviets to qualify 
for technical assistance but not 
direct loans. 

At a briefing on the economic 
report, new World Bank Presi- 
dent Lewis Preston told reporters 
that the more limited associate 
states was “the only thing on view 
at foe moment.” 

He said that a World Bank 
mission currently in foe Soviet 
Union to assess technical assist- 
ance needs would allow foe agen- 
cy “to respond positively to what- 
ever rotes they want us to play.” 


Economists expect abnormally slow U.S. recovery 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. economy has been on a 
doggish recovery since at least 
July and is unlikely to fell bade 
into a recession, according a 
National Association of Business 
Economists (NABE) survey re- 
leased Monday. 

The economists also expect in- 
flation to remian moderate and 
foe range of interest rates to 
change little over the next few 
years. 

NABE*s quarterly survey, 
taken in late August among a 
panel of 56 economic forecasters, 
was prepared for the group’s 
annual convention in Los 
Angeles. 

An overwhelming 79 per cent 
of the respondents raid foe reces- 


Mexico and Chile sign 
first Latin American 
free trade agreement 

SAN TIAGO, Chile (AP) — Chile and Mexico Sunday signed the 
first free trade accord between two Latin American nations. The 
agreement is expected to lead to a major increase in bilateral trade in 
the coming four .years. 

“Through this agreement the political will of reaching economic 
integration has. a concrete expression,” said Mexican President 
Carlos Safinas de Gotten. 

“This will indeed lead to a real integration,” said Chilean President 
Patricio Aytwin. 

The free trade accord calls for a gradual elimination of customs 
fees over a period of four-years. It also eHmmatw ; non-custom trade 
barriers and establishes a series of mechanisms to encourage 
reciprocal investments. 

Bilateral trade between Chile and Mexico totalled $157 million in 
1990, with Mexico’s exports to Chile amounting to $100 million and 
Chilean sales to Mexico totaling $57 million . 
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skm that began in July 1990 en- 
ded in the April- June second 
quarter and another nine per cent 
bdieved.it would end in the 
current third quarter. J 

They all agreed, however, that 
the recovery would be abnormal- 
ly slow, primarly because of the 
U.S. central bank's tight money 
policy, the high debt load carried 
fay consumers and reduced spend- 
ing by federal, state and local 
governments. 

Last month the Commerce De- 
partment reported that the eco- 
nomy contracted at a 0.1 per cent 
annual rate in foe second quarter. 
That report on the gross national 
product is scheduled to be revised 
Thursday. ( 

The consensus of the panel was 
for the economy ^ to grow by a 
fairly modest 2.5 to 3.0 percent 
over foe next 12 months. 

Only 11 per cent of the eco- 
nomists said there was a better- 
than-even chance of a “doable 
dip” recession in which the eco- 
. nomy would shrink after one or 
two quarters of growth. The 
other 89 per cent answered “no” 
when asked if. they thought there 
was a better-than-even chance 
that the economy would slip! 
back into a recession in the next 
12 months. 

Most respondents expected 


modest inflation with the con- 
sumer price index running at ab- 
out 3.7 per cent next year and at 

* -an average of- four per cent over 
foe next five years. 

* - On average, they also expected 
little change In foe current low 
level of interest rates over foe 
next two years, it said. 

A slight majority of 56 per cent 
expected the dollar to bold steady 
over foe next 12 months, while 
nearly 30 per cent expect it to 
rise. 

White House Budget Director 
Richard Dannan said Sunday, 
the U.S. economy began to re- 
cover from recession in May but 
not as vigorously as the Bush 
administration wants. 

“I think the economy turned in 


May,” Mr. Dannan said on U.S. 
television Sunday, and there is 
evidence since then in . higher 
housing Starts and industrial pro- 
duction that it continues growing. 

“But foe question is whether 
it’s going to stay up and whether 
it’s going to come up strongly,” 
be said “I think it will stay up it's 
not coming up as strongly as we 
would want.” 

One reason why the recovery is 
lagging, Mr. Damian said, is that 
consumer spending is still lag- 
ging. “We need foe consumer to 
have more confidence and get in.” 

“As a gradual recovery con/ 
tin ues through 1992, confidence 
should pick up and encourage 
more spending, he added. 
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ChuHai Jikkd Inn 


Indian Restaurant 

8th Circle, Tel. 819829 
Indian Foods 
BAR.B.QUE NIGHTLY 
Take away Service 
24 Hour Open 


ARAB YOUTH FORUM 

has the pleasure to Invite you to a 

PIANO CONCERT 

to be played by 

SULTAN ALKHATIB 

for back, Mozart, Chopin, Brahms, Liszt, Debussy, Bartok- 
and Kurtag 

at the Royal Cultural Centre at 7 p.m. on Thursday Sept: 
26, 1991. 

For reservations call tel.: 699994 or the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 


FIRST CLASS DRESSMAKER WANTED 

With extensive experience in cutting and sewing at 
Fashion House. 

Tel: 837600 

Salary according to qualifications. 


CAR FOR SALE DUTY UNPAID 

OPEL, Ascona 1.6S. Model 1987; colour is beige; duty 
unpaid. 

Please call tel. 649260 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

2 bedrooms with telephone, lift, garage and good furni- 
ture. 

Location at Mecca Street 

Fqr more details please call: 

9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 826227 

2 p.m. - 10 p.m. 815211 


Before the rain season!!! 

For waterproofing, humidity, and anti fungus 
solutions 

Call Jordan Engineering Services Office 
Tel.: 612966 


VILLA FOR SALE IN ABDOUN 

Elegant and spacious 3-storey villa - furnished or 
unfurnished. Situated (3) blocks from the New. U.S. 
Embassy. 

Call for details from owner — (821466) 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 

Large garden flat, 260 square metres, comprising 3 
bedrooms, living room, terrace, reception and dining 
room, large kitchen, maid’s room and 3 bathrooms. 
Fitted with wall units and central heating. 
Separate entrance. 

Location: Shmeisani, close to Red Cross Offices. 

Tel.: 606296 


“A WUA FOR RENT 99 
Furnished or Unfurnished 

Consists of three bedrooms, guest room, living room, salon, 
maid's room, three bathrooms, Italian kitchen, garden, garage 
three large brands, telephone and central heating with an area of 
360 square metres. 

Location: Tla'a AJ Ali, 100 metres in front of "SAFEWAY" behind 
AI Autlbi station, house number 91. 

For Information please call tel.: 652772 
from 9:00-1:30 & 3:30-700 or 665346 after 7 o’clock 


a 


WANTED 
FLAT FOR RENT 

A small family is in need of an apartment with the following' 
specifications: Consists of three bedrooms, hall, salon, 
three bathrooms, kitchen and balcony, with independent- 
central heating. In one of the following locations- 
Sweifiyeh, Umm Uthaina, AI Rabiya or Abdoun. 

Please call tel.: 842992 from 9 a.m. till 4 p.m. 
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Armenia declares independence 


YEREVAN, Armenia (R) — 
Armenia declared independence 

■ Monday and reportedly offered 
.to renounce its claim to Nagorno- 

. Karabakh m return for an mde- 

• pendent government in the dis- 
puted territory and other guaran- 

• tees. 

The offer, if accepted, could 
help bring an end to bloodshed 
between the Republics of Arroe- 

• nia and Azerbaijan over control 

■ of Nagorno-Karabakh, a region 
occupied mainly by ethnic Arme- 
nians but lying within Azerbai- 
jan. 

The Armenian parliament 
. unanimously approved the results 
of the republic's referendum 
Saturday in which residents voted 
99.31 per cent for independence 
from the Soviet Union, the Soviet 
News Agency (TASS) said. 

, The compromise offer came 
during talks that started Sunday 
between representatives of 
Armenia, Azerbaijan and 
Nagorno-Karabakh and mediated 
by Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin and Kazakh President Nursul- 
tan Nazarbayev, said Manav 
Agayev, an aide to Azerbaijan's 
envoy in Moscow. 

Hundreds have died and 
thousands have been left home- 
less in conflicts that have spread 
from Nagorno-Karabakh to 
Azerbaijani border towns popu- 
lated mainly by Armenians. The 
dispute has been one of the 
bloodiest under freedoms initi- 
ated since Mikhail Gorbachev 
came to power in 1985. 

Agayev said in a telephone 


interview that the Armenian side 
in the talks suggested that it 
would ask its lawmakers to repeal 
or suspend their 1988 resolution 
claiming control of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. In return, Azerbaijan 
should: 

— Remove Azerbaijani- 
controlled “black beret” Interior 
Ministry troops from Nagorno- 
Karabakh; 

— Allow residents of Nagorao- 
Karabakh to establish an inde- 
pendent government of their own 
choosing; 

— Allow all Armenian re- 
fugees who fled their homes in 
Azerbaijan to return safely. 

Mr. Agayev said Armenia 
would stick to its demand 
approved earlier that Azerbaijan 
“guarantee the safety of people in 
■ the entire republic regardless of 
nationality.” 

Mr. Agayev stressed that the 
offer was “only a suggestion from 
the Armenian” side and declined 
to give an opinion about it There 
was no immediate reaction from 
Azerbaijani officials. 

Mr. Yeltsin Sunday had said 
the sides agreed ,L that a constitu- 
tional order and legitimate bodies 
of power should be restored in 
Nagorno-Karabakh.” 

Armenia already has said it 
wants the restoration of local 
government councils suppressed 
by Azerbaijan and regulation of 
the presence of Soviet army and 
Interior Ministry troops. 

The talks on ending the bloody 
fighting between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan over Nagorno- 


Karabakh formally opened Mon- 
day in the southern Russian town 
of Zheleznovodsk, a day after 
Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Nazarbayev 
met informally with the sides and 
persuaded them to start negotia- 
tions aimed at finding a solution. 

Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Nazer- 
bayev have assumed the role of 
peacemakers in the ethnic fend 
where repeated Kremlin efforts 
had failed. Mr. Yeltsin has said 
Zheleznovodsk, in the northern 
Caucasus region, was chosen as a 
neutral venue for the talks. 


Taking part in the meeting 
were President Azaz Mntalibov 
of Azerbaijan, Armenian Presi- 
dent Levon Ter-Pctrosian and 
leaden of the Armenian and 
Azerbaijan communities in 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Mr. Ter-Pctrosian said Mr. 
Yeltsin had offered on Aug. 17, 
the day before the coupi to medi- 
ate the conflict. 



Mr. Yeltsin undertook the 
weekend peace mission embol- 
dened by his soaring popularity 
for rebuffing the coup plotters 
who tried to topple Mr.. Gor- 
bachev last month. He visited the 
Azerbaijani capital of Balm and 
Nagorno-Karabakh's administra- 
tive centre, Stepanakert, before 
travelling to Yerevan. 

Mr. Yeltsin said his talks in 
Stepanakert were “stormy. lt was 
not easy.” 

The peace mission with Soviet 
Defence Minister Yevgeny Sha- 
poshnikov coincided with Arme- 
nia's referendum on independ- 


ence. Mr. Ter-Petrosian officially 
announced the results Monday m 
parliament, which then approved 
them and erupted in a “stormy 
ovation,” TASS reported. 

Armenia's independence re- 
ferendum needed two-thirds of 
the eligible voters to pass accord- 
ing to the Soviet constitution, and 
more than 50 ppr cent to pass 
under the Armenian constitution. 


Rebel Georgian guards 
reinforce positions 


The conflict between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan dates trade cen- 
turies, but flared in 1988 when 
the Armenians in Nagorno- 
Karabakh expressed a desire to 
unite with the Armenian Repub- 
lic. 


TBILISI, Soviet Union (R) — 
Truckloads of rebel National 
Guards, backed by artillery and 
armoured personnel cars, rein- 
forced the opposition stronghold 
at the republic's television centre 
Monday. 

The show of strength marked a 
rapid escalation in the Georgian 
crisis that has divided the capital, 
with supporters of President 
Zviad Gamsakhordia dug in at 
the government complex and the 
opposition at the television cen- 
tre. 


Soviet Tajikistan introduces 
emergency rule, sacks president 


MOSCOW (R) — Parliament in 
Tajikistan Monday voted to im- 
mediately impose emergency rule 
throughout the Soviet Central 
Asian republic and forced the 
acting president to resign, TASS 
news agency said. 

• Deputies took the vote after 
acting President Kadreddin Aslo- 
nov Sunday banned the republic's 
Communist Party and ordered 
the nationalisation of its proper- 
ty- 

The vote in Tajikistan, one of 
the most conservative republics, 
seems to be the first move by a 
local Communist Party to strike 
back after the Soviet party was 
banned following last month's 
foiled hardline coup. 


Deputies revoked Mr. Ask>- 
nov’s decree banning the party, 
which TASS said had provoked 
protesters to attack statues of 
Soviet state founder Vladimir 
Lenin in the capital Dushanbe. 


One of the largest statues in the 
city was taken down Sunday on 
the orders of Dushanbe Mayor 
Maksud Ikramov. 


“In connection with these facts 
the deputies demanded the res- 
ignation of Kadreddin Aslooov, 
foe start of criminal proceedings 
against Maksud Ikramov, and 
annulled the (party) ban which 
they said was anti- 
constitutional,” TASS said. 

“By the middle of the day it 


became known that Kadreddin 
Aslonov had offered his resigna- 
tion, which was accepted by the 
majority of deputies,” foe agency 
said. 

TASS said a crowd of 10,000 
people had gathered outside foe 
parliament building -to protest 
against the decision to unban the 
party and sack Mr. Aslonov. 

The state of emergency will be 
in force until next Ian. 1. De- 
puties also voted to put all statues 
of Lenin in Tajikistan under 
guard. 

Most of the 15 Soviet republics 
banned their local parties for 
alleged complicity in foe' foiled 
coup, but this is the first time 
such a ban has been overturned. 


Canadian government makes last 
unity pitch before Quebec vote 


OTTAWA (R) — The Canadian 
government, in what may be its 
last bid to avert foe nation's 
breakup, Tuesday unveils a 
blueprint for constitutional re- 
form designed to keep restless 
Quebec from separating from foe 
country in a referendum next- 
year. 

The ruling Conservatives hope’ 
a proposal to protect the French- 
speaking province's language and 
culture will make Quebec feel a 
vote on independence planned 
for October 1993 is unnecessary. 

“This is foe last chance before 
foe referendum,” said Leon 
Dion, a Laval University political 
scientist and constitutional con- 
sultant to several Canadian 
leaders. 

“If foe rest of Canada presents 
proposals unacceptable to 
Quebec they will have a good 
chance at bringing about 
sovereignty Mr. Dion said in an 
interview. "They would be foe 
beginning of the breakup of foe 


country.” 

Separatist fervour in Quebec 
swelled last year after the col- 
lapse of the so-called Meech Lake 
Accord, another attempt at con- 
stitutional reform. 

The deal had been drawn up to 
try to persuade Quebec to sign 
the Canadian constitution. 

The agreement, which would 
.have satisfied Quebec's demand 
for powers to preserve its “dis- 
tinct society” within Canada, 
failed In June 2990 after two 
provinces refused to ratify it. 

The Canadian government says 
foe new plan to be unveiled Tues- 
day would make all provinces 
equal. 

It would also make the 
appointed senate an elected up- 
per body to give regions more 
decision-making power 
and recognise the right of native 
Indians to self-government. 

Billed as a plan for the “renew- 
al of the Canadian federation,” 
foe blueprint will be subjected to 


six months of study and public 
hearings before a three-party par- 
liamentary committee. 

Hie committee is to report by 
Feb. 28, after which revised 
federal proposals will be released 
to reflect what Ottawa hopes will 
be a national consensus. 


Prime Minister Brian Mui- 
roney has called for Canadians to 
be generous towards Quebec and 
for opposition parties to put aside 
partisan politics on foe issue. 

“If Canadians respond with 
reasonableness, open-minded- 
ness, generosity and mutual re- 
spect, I can guarantee you the 
constitutional proposals we will 
table Tuesday will signal the be- 
ginning of a new day for a united 
Canada,” Mulroney said last 
week. l 


Support for independence 
among Quebeckers jras fallen 
from 64 per cent last! November 
to about half now, according to 
recent opinion polls. 


Former French president hits row 
nerve with remarks on immigrants 


PARIS (R) — Six months ago 
only one French politician was 
openly warning of an “invasion” 
of North African immigrants and 
advocating nationality laws based 
on blood ties: The far-right leader 
Jean-Marie le Pen. 

But now Le Pen appears to 
have found a surprising ally in foe 
patrician figure of former Presi- 
dent Valery Giscard d’Estaing, 
who with one magazine article 
has delighted the far right and 
outraged just about everybody 
else. 

Mr. Giscard (TEstsing, usually 
thought of as a centre-right mod- 
erate, wrote in the Figaro maga- 
zine at foe weekend that foe time 
had come for severe measures 
including a hah on all new im- 
migration. 

“The kind of problem we are 
facing is changing from one of 
immigration ... towards one of 
invasion," he wrote. 

He argued that immigrant chil- 
dren born in France should no 
longer be nationals who broke 
the law or were found without 
regular papers should be shipped 


back home with their families. 

The article, touching one of the 
rawest nerves in French politics, 
caused a sensation. 

It appeared in a week when 
hundreds of thousands of season- 
al foreign workers were flooding 
' into rural France to pick grapes at 
the beginning of foe annual wine 
harvest. 

And it signalled foe start of 
what could be a long and acrimo- 
nious battle for the sizeable 
French anti-immigration vote in 
regional polls next March and 
parliamentary elections foe fol- 
lowing year. 

“Six months before the region- 
al elections, the immigrant is 
once again becoming a political 
football, " said the left-mag daily 
Liberation. 

Officially France has some 3.6 
million immigrants, nearly half of 
them North African Arabs, in a 
population of 56 million. Unoffi- 
cial estimates put the figure 
several hundred thousand higher. 

Opinion polls have shown in- 
creasing public hostility to foe 
growing Arab presence. A survey 


published next to Mr. Giscard 
d’Estamg’s article in the Figaro 
magazine said 52 per cent of 
French people supported Le 
Pen's call for a freeze on im- 
migration. 

With so much political capital 
at stake, mainstream figures have 
begun to flirt with the ideology of 
Lc Pen’s National Front, long the 
pariah of French politics. 

Mr. Giscard d’Estaing's one- 
time prime minister and opposi- 
tion leader Jacques Chirac spoke 
in June of noisy, smelly, welfare- 
scrounging immigrants with too 
many wives and children. 

Earlier this year a French com- 
edy team made fun of their com- 
patriots’ anit-immigration in- 
stincts with a sketch depicting 
aliens planning to invade planet 
Earth. 


Their spaceship bore a striking 
resemblance to a tagine, a comic- 
al Moroccan cooking pot, cm top 
of a revolving steamer nsed for 
the North African dish Couscous. 

But after Mr. Giscard tTEs- 
taing’s article nobody is laughing.. 


Aquino abandons referendum 
plan, seeks compromise 


MANILA (AP) — President 
Corazon Aquino will no longer 
promote a referendum to save a 
U.S. naval base and instead is 
trying to arrange a formula for a 
smooth withdrawal of U.S. 
forces, officials said Monday. 

Mrs. Aquino promised to orga- 
nise a “people power referen- 
dum” to overturn a Sept. 16 
decision by the Senate to reject a 
10-year lease for Subic Bay Naval 
Base. 

Numerous politicians and con- 
stitutional experts said foe re- 
ferendum could not override foe 
Senate decision. Meanwhile, 
U.S. military sources say opera- 
tions at Snbic are continuing with 
no sign die Americans are pre- 
paring to begin removing their 
forces . 

Following a meeting with Mrs. 
Aquino, several senators and 
cabinet officials said the president 
was no longer sponsoring tile 


referendum, although she would 
not prevent others in the private 
sector from doing so. 

A group of wealthy business- 
men deckled last Saturday to 
push through with the referen- 
dum, but Western diplomats and 
most political observers doubt the 
plan would succeed without pres- 
idential backing. 

“There is no referendum by the 
government” Health Secretary 
Alfredo Bengzon told reporters. 
“That’s not intended to be.” . 

Sen. Rene'Saguisag, one of the 
12 senators who voted against the 
base agreement, said Mrs. 
Aquino urged those attending the 
meeting to find a formula for 
removing the Americans without 
serious ec on o mi c disruption. 

“It (the referendum) never 
came up because maybe it’s not a 
unifying formula and it won’t 
help heal tire wounds of last 
week,” he said. 


Fundamentalism rising in 
Soviet Muslim republics 


TASHKENT, USSR (AP) — 
When Abdulla Ufa’s father was 
sent to the front in World War II,. 
he made a silent vow: If we 
survived, he would devote bis 
first-born son to Allah. 

Millions of Soviet citizens 
perished in the Nazi onslaught. 
But he tived, and kept the prom- 
ise. He gave his young son to the 
Islamic clerics. 

After yearn of secret study, Mr. 
Uta is now in tire vanguard of a 
Muslim revival that may sweep 
away the Soviet Union’s last bas- 
tions of compumism with Islamic 
fawfamantalwm. 

The prospect of lranian-stylc 
regimes in the five predominantly 
Soviet Muslim republics, totalling 
nearly 40 million people, fright- 
ens both the Kremlin and the 
West. 

Mr. Uta and other religious 
leaders say there is no reason to 
worry because their brand of 
Islam is compatible _vrifo demo- 
cracy. 

“We aren’t going to cut off 
people’s' bands for stealing. 
-That’s Iranian barbarity,” Mr. 
Uta said, sitting under an arbor of 
luscious, dark purple grapes that 
sheltered him from Uzbekistan’s 


sun. 

“This is not Iran — and iffi not 
going to be like Iran,” he said. 

Islam is on the rebound 
throughout the region, evidenced 
by construction of mosques, 
printing of Korans and the em- 
ergence of leaders like Mr. Uta, 
43. As head of tire underground, 
but flourishing, Islamic Renaiss- 
ance Party of Uzbekistan, be ta 
both a political and religious 
powerhouse. 

Uzbekistan’s hardline govern- 
ment has repeatedly declared foe 
Islamic party illegal since its 
founding in February, bat that 
has not dampened its appeal. Mr. 
Uta claims to have 500,000 active 
supporters. 

Thousands of Uzbeks have de- 
monstrated in several regions in 
recent days, defying a ban on 
rallies and demanding that power 
be handed over to Islamic lead- 
en, the Soviet News Agency 
(TASS) reported Sunday. 

The ' Muslim republics long 
have been neglected by the 
Kremlin. They are tire poorest 
part of foe Soviet Union, with the 
lowest education levels, highest 
birth ratcs. giid least politically 
active citizens. 

They were the last to push for 
Independence, and they are tire 
final redoubt of the Communist 


President Mikhail Gorbachev. 
Their draftees provide a third -of 
the Soviet army’s manpower. 

But their loyalty to the KrernKn 
no longer can be taken for 
granted. The tide of Islam, cou- 
pled with nationalism, may tear 
foam away— and with them, the 
last vestiges of . the Soviet empire. 

“We refuse to be colonies 
milked for natural resources and 
cannon fodder,” said Abulfaz 
Aliyev, head of foe pro-Xsiamic, 
pro-independence People's Ftont 
of Azerbaijan. 

Economically, the Muslim re- 
publics are in no position to go it 
alone. Some hope for help from 
wealthy brethren in Iran and 
Saudi Arabia, but all acknow- 
ledge a need to retain finding 
finks with the Soviet Union. 

Four of the republics — Uzbe- 
kistan, Tadzhikistan, Kirgizia and 
Turkmenia — are in Central 
Asia, bordering Afghanistan and 
China. 

Azerbaijan, the fifth Muslim 
republic, is tucked between the 
Caucasus Mountains and the Cas- 
pian Sea and next to Iran. The 
discovery of offshore oil has en- 
riched the republic by but forded 
the waters that produce its other 
black gold: Caviar. 

The region's politics are for less 
developed than elsewhere. 

Political rallies are banned in 
Uzbekistan, which is still control- 
led by one man , Communist Par- 
ty bees Islam Karimov. Uzbekis- 
tan is the most populous Muslim 
republic, with 20 million people. 

Azerbaijan, with 7 million peo- 
ple, held presidential electrons on 
Sept. 8. But there was only one 
candidate. President Ayaz Muta- 
libov, a former Communist Party 
chief. 


Soviet 


reformers 
seek unified 


movement 


Party, which collapsed almost 
everywhere else after last 
month’s coup against Soviet 


MOSCOW (AP) — Soviet refor- 
mers Monday opened a two-day 
conference to form a unified 
democratic movement and soli- 
dify gains made since the failed 
August coup. 

• “We are m economic— - and to' 
some degree political — drabs,” 
said former Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Eduard Shevardnadze, ■ a 
founder of the movement for 
democratic reforms and one of 
the conference’s 1,000 partici- 
pants. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Dalai Lama to visit Mongolia 


unlawful possession of firearms, and sentenced him to 10 years in 
prison. 


ULAN BATOR (R) — Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama 
will visit Buddhists in Mongolia this week, the Mongolian Foreign 
Ministry said Monday. The Dalai Lama is the spiritual father of 
Mongolia's Lamaist Buddhists. “The Dalai Lama will visit from 
Sept. 27 to 29,” the ministry said. It added that he would be the 
guest of Mongolia's leading Buddhist monastery, not foe nation. 
Peking, Mongolia’s southern neighbour and aid benefactor, 
opposes such a visit, believing it would lend support to the exile 
god-king’s cause of independence for Chinese-ruled Tibet. The 
D alai Lama will be foe guest of Gan dan Monastery, a Foreign 
Ministry official said. 


AJI survive Soyiet biplane crash 


Thousands support Bulgarian monarchy 


SOFIA (AP) — Some 5,000 people gathered in downtown Sofia 
Sunday, some shouting “we want our czar” after they listened to a 
taped message by the former Bulgarian monarch, Simeon II. The 
rally was organised by the royalist confederation “Kingdom 
Bulgaria,” a union of monarchist parties which will participate in 
parliamentary elections on Oct. 13. Monarchists are not currently 
represented in parliament “The constitutional monarchy... 
would ease the transition and would guarantee national recon- 
ciliation,” Simeon said. He was referring to the tense relationship 
between Bulgarians and the 1 million-strong Turkish ethnic 
minority. “I see that my partiaaption in the social life of the 
country is more and more awaited,” foe king was beard saying. 
This was followed by rhythmic chants of “we want our czar” and 
“Simeon.” King Simeon contended that “I neither pretend 
power, nor do I put my own interests above those of the 
motherland.” 


JAKARTA (R) — An ageing Soviet biplane making a com- 
meorative flight from Berlin to Sydney crashed at the weekend on 
the Indonesian Maud of Lombok, seriously injuring two Ger- 
mans and two Hungarians aboard, a hospital spokeswoman said 
Monday. “They are suffering from burns. Looking at their 
situation they may not leave the hospital for quite sometime,” she 
said from foe main hospital in the neighbouring island of Bali, 
adding their injuries were not critical. The other three on board 
— all Hungarians — escaped with light injuries. The single- 
engined Antonov-2 biplane left Germany in June to mark the 
100th anniversary of glider flights made by German aviation 
pioneer Otto LiUentbaJ. 


Vietnam to apply for UNESCO help 


5 killed in U.S. prison uprising 


HANOI (R) — Vietnam is to apply to the United Nations for help 
in protecting historical monuments and places of scenic beauty, 
including two ancient capitals and an area of primeval forest, the 
official Vietnam News Agency said Monday. Hanoi hopes the 
United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) will recognise at least five sites, including the ancient 
cities of Hue and Hoa Ln, as protected under its world heritage 
convention. UNESCO recognition would require that the sites be 
preserved and open the door for increased UNESCO technical 
aid, a spokesman for Vietnam's National UNESCO Committee 
said. Hue, a city of palaces and pagodas, was capital of the 
Champa Kingdom from the second to foe 14th century. It was 
rebuilt by foe last imperial dynasty, foe Nguyen, which ruled from 
1902 to 1945. 


DEER LODGE, Montana (R) — Prison inmates killed five 
convicts and took seven guards hostage at a U.S. jail Sunday 
before an assault team recaptured foe building, officials said. The 
four- an d-a-half -hour rampage by inmates ended when a 23- 
member assault team stormed the building and freed foe guards 
unharmed, they said. No shots were fired. The bodies and eight 
beaten prisoners were discovered in a maximum security unit 
reserved for convicts who had informed on other inmates or 
otherwise cooperated with authorities. The rebellious Inmates 
offered no resistance, officials said. They did not disclose how the 
prisoners were killed. The building was extensively damaged. 


New Zealand government hits new low 


Judges trying Ershad threatened 


DHAKA (AP) — Three top officials in the -corruption and 
smuggling cases against President Hussain Muhammad Ershad 
have received death threats, news reports said Monday. Gen. 
Ershad, who seized power in a bloodless 1982 coup, resigned in 
December after nationwide protests. He is charged with illegally 
amassing wealth and blocking an investigation into gold smug- 
gling. Judges Mohammad Ali Khan and Fazle Rabbi received 
postcards with the threats Saturday, the newspaper Ran ghad 
reported. Attorney General Ammul Huq, the chief prosecutor/ 
also was threatened. Mr. Huq said he was “not afraid of such 
threats.” The judges were not available for comment Judge Khan 
is hearing the case involving illegally amassing wealth. Early this 
year, the government seized Bangladeshi currency worth 
5571,428 from his home. The money was beyond Gen. Ershad's 
known income, the government said. Bangladesh's annual aver- 
age income is $170. In June, Mr. Khan convicted Gen. Ershad of 


WELLINGTON (R) — New Zealand's conservative government 
plunged to a new low in popularity stakes Monday, and Prime 
Minister Tim Bolger defended himself against reports be was 
planning to harass pensioners and spy on foe population. Support 
among committed voters for Mr. Bolgcr’s ruling National Party 
plunged to 22 per cent in Monday’s poll, its lowest rating since it 
took office 11 months ago. Other polls inducting undecided voters 
gave National an even lower rating. A leaked official document 
showed foe government was considering forcing old age pensioB- 
ers to answer complex questions about their Savings and finances 
before allowing them to draw their pensions. Mr. Bolger was also 
hit by accusations that an identity card scheme for all New 
Zealanders would be developed into a sinister eavesdropping 
device to monitor its 3.5-million population. . ” 


Managua army chief to visit Taiwan 


TAIPEI (R) — Nicaragua's military chief General Humberto 
Ortega arrives in Taiwan Wednesday for an eight-day visit, foe 1 
government-funded Central News Agency said Monday. Gen. 
Ortega, brother of' former President Daniel Ortega, will meet 
Taiwanese government leaders, the agency said. Local media said 
Gen. Ortega would sign a military cooperation agreement with 
Taiwan but a spokesman for foe Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
denied tins. Taiwan’s Vice President Li Yuan-Zu visited Nicar- 
agua in August, during which his diplomatically isolated island 
pledged a $30 million loan towards repaying the Central Amer- 
ican nation's debt and gave $100,000 to flood' victims. 
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PrincessAiwev - 

arrives in Chlte v M 
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SANTIAGO, Chile (AP)~Btf 
ton's Princess Anne arrived ^ 
Chile Sunday for a.five-daiy vtot, 
a tour that trill indudea triple 
foe remote northern Andes and 
the world’s largest, underground 
copper mine: Princess Anne was 
met at foe"*urpibrt 'by 
Alvear, Chile's minister: 
women's affair£, and by 
Ayiwin; daughter of 
Patrido Ayfovin. Sunday ^ 
noon the royal visitor attended^ 
equestrian cOmpetitiori.Trad 
planted a tree ' at Santiago^ 
Prince of Weles Country : Qib; 
Princess Anne will also vi si t p iigj 
of foe Andes and ehuq uj k ^ i wia ; 
the world's largest underground 
copper tnirfc, 1,600 kilpwMftres 
north of the capitaL - tt. 


Christie’s doubtful^ 


of Lenin’s value 


LONDON (R) — -London 
lion bouse Christie's said it 
been offered two 10-metre 
foot) statues of Lenin by 
Soviet Communist Party, bat 
perts fear they are too (tonunipa.)n 
be of real worth to inteniatiotol 
art buyers. u It's not dear vfaefe£r 
this approach is the first 'of 
many,” Christie's managi 
director Dermot Chichester 
Monday’s Daily Telegraph _ 
paper. He said he could not 
which Soviet city now had 
statues.or where they camc fri^U, 
to save embarrassment. Talks Be- 
tween Christie’s and the venter 
apparently, focus on how modi 
statues of foe founder of Soviet 
communism are really wottirat & 
time when they are being takjm 
down all over the counti^ 

‘Pee- Wee* may 
appear in next 
Batman movie ~ 
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RADNOR (AP) — Paul* 
Reubens, better known as- alter- 
ego Pee-Wee Herman, may 
appear in the next Batman 
movie. “I can't confirm anything 
officially,” a Warner Bros. Studio 
spokesman said in the Sept. 28 
issue of TV Guide magazine. 
ttBut if he dqefljoiir tbecasf^jt 
nghfce an unMH<idicaitteouaim- 
where bet w een one scene and a 
little more than that.” Reubens 
wouldn't appear as the nertfy, 
bow-lied Pee-Wee Herman, said 
the spokesman, whom TV Grade 
didn't identify. “Batman re- 
turns,” now filming in London, 
stars Machael Keaton as Batman*. 
Michel l Pfeiffer as Catworaah 
and Danny De Vito as the Pen- 
guin. ‘ 
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Shanghai cracks 
down on stamp 
speculators 
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PEKING (R) — Police in Shan- 
ghai, China’s largest city, have 
arrested 48 people who turned 
a speculating on foreign ex- 
change, stocks and bonds to post- 
age stamps, a local newspaper 
said. The gang had set up an 
illegal market in collectable pemf 
age stamps, miming up a turnov- 
er of several hundred thousand 
yuan (tens of thousands of dol- 
lars), Saturday’s Jlefang Daily, 
received in Peking Sunday said. 
On Friday nearly 100 officers 
raided the market, a rres tin g w 
people, including one man whose 
locked box ccotafrted 60,600 yuan' 
($11,400) worth of stamps and 
40,000 yuan ($7,500) in cash. 
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Schoolgirls stripped 
in search for $5 


. T 
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NEW DELHI (R) — About # 
Indian schoolgirls were stripped 
by their teachers during a search 
for 150 rupees (55) which a Mow 
student said had gone 
newspapers said.- They said foe 
principal of the govern me& 
funded school in New DdMaikf 
two other staff members were 
suspended after the inridenL The 
girls were aged between IS and 
16, the newspapers said. 
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Oktoberfest opens 
In Munich 
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MUNICH (AP) — The ,158tfa 
Oktoberfest opened . in. Munich 
with the traditional gun salute 
and higher prices.- Ttjel6-day 
festival, the biggest beer bash to 
the world, is expected fo attract 








Au- 


stria, Switzerland, Unled Stales, 
Japan and Italy. Thcy,wffl find 
beer prices sharply Ingber foa a 
last year. A She ofbrewoutstf 
to 8.50 maria ($5), co mpar ed W 
7.55 marfa : ($4.4(r) last jt& 
Brewe ry owners said they wife 
forced to raise prices because 

Pfw en vironment-protecti 
nations impend by 
foes. The new rules Iran plastic 
plates and cutlery, forbe frrewets' 
to Separate garbage aikFpay for. 
its removal. . . 
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